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yOL. XIV AIR CORPS NEWS No. 4 


Information Division he es i lite . Munitions Building 
Air Corps — ~* ~ March 31, 1930 Wasninston, D.C. 








The chief wurmose of tiis m>lication is to distriimte information on 
aeronautics to the flyinz personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
' aa OP Wiescaces 


THE AIR CORPS “EXERCISES AT MATHER FIELO 


The following statement explaining the plans and purvoses of the 1930 Field 
Exercises of the Army Air Corps was issued recently by Assistant Secretary of 
War, Hon. F. Trubee Davison; 

"Several new tactical theories in air operation are to be tested at the 
Air Corps Field Exercises to be held in California from April 1st to Avril 
e4th," said Mr. Davison. "More than 130 planes will particinate in the 
Maneuvers to be conducted under the command of Brigadier—General William E. 
Gillmore, Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corps, in charge of Training and 
Operations. hile the major »nortion of the »robtlem will be staged at Mather 
Field, near Sacramento, some of the ‘riacipal operations will de concucied near 
San Francisco. In fact, one of the immortant features of the Maneuvers is the 
air dcfense of San Francisco against a simulated naval attack. Another phase 
will be a night attadz by bombardment planes on San Francisco. 

"Following the Field Exercises it is »lanned to stage demonstrations at 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. This is the first time modern Army aircraft of 
all kinds and. in such large numbers. have been concentrated on the Pacific Coast 
as well as the first time they have been enroloyed in similated coast defense 
operations. Bricfly, the exercises divide themselves into threo distinct 
phases each of which will consume ‘about one week. They are as follows; 

"L.-- First week will be devoted to the training of the elements within 
the various groups, such as Pursuit, Bombardment, Attacks. This will involve 
training in airdrome discipline , including traffic problems such as prompt take- 
offs and landings with a view to verfoct coordinated operation of combined 
units on congested areas. ‘ith a total of sore than 120 planes on one fielé, 
all clements must of necessity be very accurate, not only for the success of 
tactical operations but for general safety as: bk 

"2.-- The second weelr will be devoted to el entary tactical >roblems in- 
volving each tyne of aviation and inclucing tamiaas tests of new, »rovosed 
and untried tactics waich are evolved from »revious exercises. These problems 
will be separate for each tyne of aviation. During this week we will also test 
methods of radio commimication, not alone between planes and ground, but 
between planes in the air. We will among other things attempt to determine the 
feasibility of planes bombing other »lanes and the sending out of S.0.S. calls 
for protection to units of Pursuit planes in the air and many miles away. Ve 
also expect interesting results in similar communication tests between Pursuit 
planes and Attack organizations. It may not be generally imown,. but Attack 
planes which are uscd mainly for *ground straffing' purposes fly less than one 
hundred feet above the — their effectiveness desends unon the speed and 
surorise with which they reach their objective. Up to this time, the chief 
difficulty in these tactics has been the inability of Pursuit vlanes to locate 
the Attack units. It is believod that radio should solve this problem. 

"3 -- The use of »lanes in coast defense will be the principal theme dur- 
ing the third week. The problem to be worked out will cover about four days 
and is about as follows: 

"\ simmlated coalition of povers (Red) has been at war with the United 
States (blue) for six months. Our Atlantic fleet is operating against Red 
forces which have established a foothold in Pennsylvania. The naval vessels 
in the Pacific have been bottled up in San Francisco Bay. It is assumed that 
the Panama Canal has been damazed by Red air raiders to such an extent that 
renairs cannot be comoleted until June. It is further assumed that southern 
California has been seized by the Reds and that the enemy lines run from 
Livermore--Isleton--Lodi--Jackson, California. 

"So mich for the general situation -~ the special situation, as it anlies 


to the actual field exercises, assumes that our forces, consisting of three 
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simulated corps of two divisions cach, supvorted by Army Artillery-..and Army - 
troops, is fighting to delay further Red advances pending reinforcements. On 
April 17th - the day when the third phase begins - the First Reinforced Ving of 
the Blue Army starts its operations against the enemy waich had strong ground 
forces at Stockton and Peters. It is well equinned generally with mobile anti- 
aircraft defenses. Red air forces are located at stratesic ynoints. Heavy and 
light bombardment grouns are at Tracy, Pursuit at Stockton and Observation 
aviation at Lathrop. 

"The concentration of enemy stores at Stockton and Modesto has been con- 
stantly built un while naval.forces are concentrated at Los Angeles and San 
Diego. Intellizence renorts have revealed that combined land and naval attacks 
on fan Francisco are imminent. rae 

"The task of our air organization will be to attack enemy positions at 
Stockton and Modesto as well as to conduct a campaign to keep enemy aircraft, 
especially bombardment, from functioning. The climax of the field exercises 
will take place on the fourth day and will consist of an air defense of San 
Francisco against a naval attack. : 

"This is the first time in training operations that all four branches of 
Army aviation - Pursuit, Bombardment, Attact and Oodservation — have combined in 
maneuvers of this nature to demonstrate the use of an air force to repel 
invasion." & 

Participating in the "Yar" on the Pacific Coast will be the First Pursuit 
from Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. (46 officers, 22 enlisted men, 40 
Pursuit and 4 Cargo planes); the Third Attack Group from Fort Crockett, 
Galveston, Texas (30 officers, 30 enlisted men, and 27 Attack planes); the 
Second Bombardment Group from Langley Field, Va. (38 officers, 42 enlisted men 
and 19 Bombardment planes); the 7th Bombardment Group from Rockwell Field, 
Calif., with 32 officers and 48 enlisted men, and the 91st Observation Squadron 
from Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., with 16 officers and 10 
enlisted men. 

The Pursuit Group proper will be divided into two provisional squadrons, 
one led by Major Ralph Royce and the other by Cantain Victor H. Strahm. Each 
Pursuit plane will be equipped with two machine guns. Guns have been mounted 
at Selfridge Field on 22 Curtiss P-1C airplanes which will form the first vro- 
visional squadron under the leadershin of Major Royce. The Squadron will fly 
from Selfridge Field to Mather Field via Chanute Field, I11.; Omaha, Nebrasla; 
North Platte, Nebraska; Cheyenne, Wyoming; Rock Springs, Wyoming; and Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

Eighteen officers, wno will make un the second provisional squadron, will 
proceed to Seattle, Washington, by rail, secure new Boeing P-l2 Pursuit planes 
from the factory in that city and then fly them to Rockwell Field, San Diego, 
Calif., for mechanical check. This accomplished, the Pursuiters will go to 
Mather Field to join the Group. 

' The experience these Pursuit pilots gained during the winter test flight 
of the Group from Selfridge Field to Spokane, Washington, last January, will, 
it is expected, prove exceedingly valuable in the preparations for this long 
flight. Special tool kits are being issued, canteens of water strapped in the 
cockpits, pistols secured, and careful arrangements made for rapid gassing at 
the various stops. It is believed that careful planning and timing will enable 
the Cargo planes with the mechanics and spare parts to make night stops with 
the Pursuit planes, thus obviating many of the troubles encountered during the 
Selfridge to Spokane Flight. 

The Third Attack Group, under the command of Major Davenport Johnson, is 
scheduled to take off from Fort Crockett on March 27th, proceeding to Mather 
Field via San Antonio and El Paso, Texas; Tucson, Arizona, and San Diego, 
Calif., making overnight stops at El Paso and San Diego. For the past several 
weeks the Group has been making diligent preparations for the part it is to play 
in the Air Corps Exercises. The personnel have been undergoing daily training 
in machine gun firing, bombing. practice and formation flying, and the problems 
they coped with were of a character similar to those which will confront them 
during the "hostilities sn the Vest Coast. 

The Curtiss A-3 (Attack) planes are now being replaced by the newer and 
more modern type, the A-3B, in which a number of improvements were effected, 
among them being oleo landing gears and the most modern types of control sur- 
faces. The pilots of the Groun have been busily engaged in ferrying to Fert 
-76— vV-5998, A.C. 
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Crockett this latest model of Attack plane from the Curtiss factory at Buffalo, 
New York. As rapidly as these shins arrived they were ins»ected, nainted and 
equipned with all armament, radio equicment, flares, first aid kits and other 
acccssories necessacy to — th gains figating airplane. 

Under the comand of Major Hugh J. Knerr, Air Corvs, the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, comprising six Pos two LB-6 and eleven B-2 Bombardment planes, took 
off from Lansley Field, Va., forthe “est Coast at 7:08 a.m., March edrd. The 
B-2 planes arrived at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., at 1:30 p.m. that day. 
The LB planes stox,ed for gas at Ponte Field, Fort Bragg, N. C., and arrived at 
Maxwell Field at 2:00 n.n. The nineteen airwlanes departed from Maxwell Field 
for Shreveport, La., at eight o'clock on the morning of March 24th. 

These giant bombers are equinned with extra gas tanks to permit them to 
make long "hops" without the necessity of frequent stops for fuel. Prior to 
the denarture of the Bombing pilots they were ~ut through a strentous course 
of training by Major Knerr, and daily checks were made on the planes to insure 
their being in the best possible condition for the long flight. 

From Shreveport, La., the Group is scheduled to go to Midland, Dallas and 
El Paso, Texas, proceeding from the latter o0int direct to Mather Field. 

---000--- 


COMMANDING GENERAL AND STAFF DEPART FOR WEST COAST 


Brigadier-General William E. Gillmore, Assistant to the Chief of the Air 
Corps, accommanied by his Staff, devarted from Bolling Field, D.C., on the 
morning of March 22nd enroute to Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., where the 
army Air Corns Exercises will be conducted from Avril lst to 24th. 

General Gillmore's -lane, an 02-J, vas niloted by lst Licut. L.M. Merrick, 
Operations Officer at Bolling: Field. Flying in O-lE's were Colonel C.C.Culver, 
Lieut.-Colonel Frank M. a Majors oxen igen F. Davis, Thomas Dev. Milling, 
Horace li. Hickam, Castains Z.E. Adler, Harold #, McClelland and Ist Lieut. Guy 
Kirksey. Major Willis E. Hale flew an LB-6 and Captain Frank ~'D. Hunter a 
P-1F. Lieut. Roland Birnn, Information Officer for the Field Exercises, accom- 
nanied by Major Oscar 7. Griswold of the General Staff, G2, departed for the 
West Coast on the morning of March 20th. 

---000--~ 


AN INSPECTION TRIP TO HAVANA, CUBA 


Lieut. ilwood R. Quesada as vilot, and Licut. F. VonH. Kimble as co-pilot, 
with Major Delos C. Buions, Executive Officer in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of War for Aeronautics; Major L. W. McIntosh, Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, and Mejor Williams ef the General 
Staff as nassengers, recently flew the Sikorsky Amshibian, latoly. assigned to 
Bolling Field, to Havana, Cuba, for the -wrnose of making an inspection of the 
U.S. Army Air Corps personnel on duty in that country. 

---000-—— 


PRILIMINARY EXERCISES ON PACIFIC CCAST 


During the course of preliminary activities incident to the Army Air Corps 
Exercises to be held at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., Anril lst to 24th, a 
formation of eighteen P-lé Pursuit planes »articipated in various maneuvers 
while flying between Los Anzeles, Calif., and Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 
Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, who made a trip to the 
Vest Coast to view the prevaratious for the Field Exercises, directed the 
maneuvers of the big formation ef Pursuit »nlanes by radio while flying in an 
LB-? Bombing plane. He afterwards expressed himself as highljy pleased with the 
results. 

Rockwell Field at this time is the scene of considerable activity, for the 
nersonnel of that field are making the necessary »sreliminary »renarations for 
the conduct of the field exercises at Mather Field. In 13 days of flying, a 
Transyort Squadron, consisting of two Folxxer and two Douglas Transvorts and a 
Boribing lane, made 27 round tripys between Rockwell and Mather Fields, traversed 
a total distance of 27,000 miles, accurmlated 310 aircraft hours, and transport- 
ed supplies to Mather Ficld aggregating sixteen tons. 
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THE UNITED STATES-PANAMA NON-STOP FLIGHT 
Ey Major Jacob BE. Ficlel, ir Comms 


Note: On Wednesday, March 19th, Wright Field greeted three returned 
travelers who had been absent under flying orders for the past month. 
The trio were Major Jacob E. Fickel, Executive of the Materiel Division; 
Lieut. Albert F. Hegenberger, co-—yilot on the first flicht from California 
across the Pacific to Hawaii; and Lieut.. Ennis Whitehead,*»vilot of the 
South American Good-Till Flight of 1927. The three, together with Set. 
K.D. Wilson of Eolling Field, D.C., who served as radio operator, crossed 
on their flight, from Miami, Florida, to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
nonstop, via the Carribean Sea. Major Fickel gives the following account 
of their flight. 

We left Wright Field on February 14th, Lieutenants Hegenberger and 
Whitehead, Sergeant Wilson, Mr. Albert Jarvis of the Wright Aeronautical Corno- 
ration, and myself, in a new Ford Transvort equipped with three Yright J-6, 
.400 horsenover, air-cooled engines, flying by way of Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
Alabama, and Birmingham to Tarma, Florida. At Tampa, late on the night of 
February 18th, we received orders to ferry the new transport we were flying to 
Panama and to bring back an older Fokker Transport, equipned with three 220 
horsepower J-5 engines. 

On the morning of February 19th we took off for Miami, Florida, from which 
point we would leave for the Canal Zone. We arrived in Miami the same morning 
and spent the rest of the day in »reparing the plane for the long hop, check- 
ing and swinging the compasses, looking over the drift indicators and other in- 
struments, and "gassing." We fed 720 gallons of gasoline into the tanks. ‘The 
distance by way of the Carribean Sea was-axroximately 1140 miles. We were 
carrying enough gasoline for fifteen hours of flight, although we hoped to 
make it in eleven hours if there was no wind. We remained at the Pan American 
Airways Field working on the plane until midnight.  . 

The Pan American organization gave us every possible assistance, turning 
men and equipment over to us. Their efficiency was everywhere apparent snd 
aided in our getting ready for take-off in the shortest possible time. ‘no 
Weather Bureau provided us with special weather renvorts from Miami to France 
Field, and indications were that we would have favorable winds the entire way 
on the twentieth. . Although we had remained at the field until midnight, we 
were back again at 3:30 a.nn., on the twentieth and making the last preparations 
for leaving. As the first streaks of damm apveared, 6:10 a.m., we took to the 
air. There were in the plane Lieuts. Hegenberger and Whitehead, co-vilots; 
Sergeant Wilson, radio onerator, and myself, acting as navigator. Mr. Jarvis 
followed us to Panama by boat. 

Once out over the water, we' discovered we had a strong wind on the port 
‘bow, causing a drift of 17 degrees and cutting down the ground speed from 105 
miles per hour, which we had hoped to make, to 82 miles per hour.- This caused 
us little concern except that of landing in darlmess should we be delayed to 
that extent. We flew directly over Cuba, setting’ our course from Cienfuegas 
to the Cayman Islands. These islands which lie 200 miles soutn of Cuba are 
possessions of Great Britain and we had been instructed not to fly over then. 
We skirted them beyond the three-mile limit, then set our course for the 
Seranilla Banit some 400 miles to the South. We hit the Seranilla Bank directly 
on the course, and reset our direction for Serrana Bank. The next check was 
Roncador Bank. These are small banks in the sea not large enough to be called 
islands. They would be utterly inadequate for the landing of a plane. All 
told us that we were directly on the course. 

We then set the compass for the entrance to the’ Panama Canal but struck 
Fort Sherman, just three miles away. The course lay along the 80th Meridian 
approximately all the way. We landed at France Field, Panama, at 5:30 P.M., 
making the. time of the flight 11 hours and 20 minutes for the 1140 miles. This 
averaged a little better than 100 miles per hour. During the flight we were 
in constant radio cormunication with Miami until noon and had interrupted com- 
munication with Panama during the afternoon. Our arrival was a great surprise 
to the personnel of France Field,for they had not known we were on our way. We 
received, nevertheless, a very hearty welcome. 

We remained in France Field until February 26th while the plane in which 
we were to return was being conditioned. This flight was to lie oe ae 
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America and Mexico to the United States. Our first leg was to Managua and we 
syent the night there with the Marine flyers who were on duty at that point. 
The next day we proceeded to Guatemala City where we remained over a day to have 
the engines checred. On March lst we left, expecting to make Tanachula, Vera 
Cruz and Brownsville by nizhtfall. We landed at Tanachula for gasoline, but on 
take-off we had engine trouble of such serious nature that we decided to wire 
the United States for a mechanic and some spare parts. Licut. Ames S. Albro 
flew down from Dancan Ficld, bringing Mr. Finster, a mechanic, Work was started 
and the plane was in readiness by March 8th. A trial flight was made. But in 
landing, a strong gust of wind caused the »nlane to ground loop into a tree 
stump, and although there vas no injury to any of the nassengers, it was damaged 
beyond repair. ; 

That made it necessary for us to find another vay of getting home. The 
Mexican Government immediately, at the order of the President, sent Colonel. 
Pablo Sidar and another pilot with two planes to fly us back to the United 
States. Colonel Sidar is to Mexico what Lindbergh is to the United States, so 
that this unsolicited service was a great commliment to the neople of the United 
States as well as to the stranded fliers. Colonel Sidar tool us to Mexico City 
wiere the government extended every courtesy possible, the Secretary of War ro- 
coiving us in audience. We remained in Mexico City for two days, then were 
flown by Colonel Sidar to Laredo, Texas, where we caught busses and trains for 
Dayton. 

The flight from Miami to Panama without stop proved the possibility of 
direct communication with the Canal Zone in the shortest possible time. It was 
the first time such a flight had been accomplished in a multi-motored plane,and 
only once before had it been accomplished by any type plane whatever. As a 
military maneuver it held considerable importance. Plane and engines functioned 
perfectly, so the flight was without particular incident. We struck two rain 
squalls and dodged a third; othervise the weather was nerfect. The difficulties 
of navigation with the instruments’ we carried were not great. Three magnetic 
compasses and one induction compass were installed. A bubble sextant enabled 
us to learn our position from astronomical observations, if necessary. Drift 
indicators were carried to be used in connection with smoke bombs to get the 
wind direction and ground sneed. An interesting item of radio equipment was a 

small battery-operated transmitter set, to be used as part of the equipment of 
the rubber life raft. In the event of an emergency landing in the ‘sea,. the 
life raft would have been inflated by carbon dioxide supplied at high pressure 
from special containers, the small radio set with a range of aporoximately 300 
miles being employed to establish cormunication with steamships in the vicinity. 
The life raft also was equipped with emergency rations and water. bags against a 
forced landing in the sea. Our noon meal on the flight consisted of coffee and 
sandwiches. 

The trip back lay over ma nificent scenery. We had the contrast of moun- 
tain peaks, with many smoking volcanoes, and dense trovical jungles. ‘The 
Mexican people in Tapachula we found exceedingly gracious in their treatment of 
us. Everything possible was done to make our stay interesting and comfortable 
and to facilitate our return home. The Army Commander, General Mendez, was es- 
pecially helpful. Colonel’ Sidar, detailed by the President to fly us to the 
United States, is an extremely capable pilot and he showed the utmost considera- 
tion and courtesy toward us. The Pan American Airways, whose line runs through 
Tapachula, also offered us transportation back to the United States, and their 
kindness was taken advantage of by Sergeant Wilson whom they carried to Browns- 
ville, Texas. 

We found airplane travel in Mexico surprisingly advanced. The country is 
criss-crossed by airlines operating on schedule. The airplane is especially 
valuable there because of the poor means of ground travel. Railroads are not 
numerous, and many of the important cities have no railroads whatever. For 
instance, thires cities of from 5,000 to 30,000 inhabitants in the interior of 

he State of Chiapas have no means of transzortation except swle train, horse- 
back, and in the dry season automobiles. The journey from these tovms to 
Tapachula, which is a railroad conter, requires from 5 to 8 days in the dry 
season, and from three weeks to two mouths in the wet season. There are now 
two airplanes to these cities each week day from Tanachula, the time required 
for maiing the trip being one hour, The flight from. Tapachula to Laredo, Texas, 
took anproximately eleven hours of air travel: ‘The same tri: by train requires 
seven days. South of Mexico City, on the great Mexican platea1, is a surpris- 


ingly dense population and every acre of arable land is under cultivation. The 
= FDen V~5998, A.C. 








mountains surrounding Mexico City are under cultivation up to ten and eleven 
thousand feet and the whole countryside is dotted with villaces. 

The flignt from start to finish was both delightful and enlightening, not 
only in the long-distance training received and the contacts with an almost 
unknown people, but also from the point of view of testing special navigation 
equipment and the successful military exveriment of delivering a long range 
type of reconnaissance airnlane to an airdrome stationed in the Canal Zone 
in the shortest possible time. 

~~-000--- 


FOGS PROVE TOO MUCH FOR SELFRIDGE FIELD FLYERS 


Six Air Corns pilots from Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., recently 
massed through the rather unusual exnerience of taking off for a flight north- 


ward in their sturdy little Pursuit planes only to be compelled to return to 
their home field by automobile. Led by Major Royce, Commanding Officer of the 
First Pursuit Group, the planes, which were equipped with skiis, took off from 
the ice of Lake St. Clair on February 2lst for a snecial cross-country flight to 
Hancock, via St. Ignace, Michigan, during which an inspection of a proposed aer- 
ial gunnery and bombing camp at Munising, Michigan, was to de made, 

Tae flight had hardly cleared the lake when a heavy fog blanketed the sur- 
rounding fountry, and shortly afterwards a telegram from Major Royce stated 
that the entire flicht had been forced down at Tawas City on that account. ‘the 
flight, however, landed at St. Ignace at 3:55 p.m., after being forced dom 
again at Oscoda, Mich., by another heavy fog. 

‘ Leaving St. Ignace the following morning, the flight was forced dow at 
Newberry, Mich., due to a heavy rain, remained there that night, and arrived at 
Hancock at abount noon the next day. In the meantime the temperature at 
Selfridge Field had climbed until it seemed that Old King Winter had departed 
for points further north and was not returning. All this was well except that 
the sun so weakened the ice on the lake that it would be impossible for the 
Group to land there on their return, and no landing with skiis could be made on 
the field since the snow had long since changed to pools and rivulets of water 
which even the new and modern drainage system on the field could not drain away. 
This state of affairs was evidently realized by the pilots at Hancock, for many 
rush telegrams were received requesting weather reports and information as to 
-gnow and ice. Conditions at Selfridge were immediately wired Major Royce and 
arrangements made whereby the flight would nroceed to Oscoda so as to land on 
the ice of Lake Van Ettan. In the meantime, Lieuts. Crawford and Cobb were 
assigned the duty of transporting to Oscoda six sets of wheels for installation 
on the Pursuit vlanes when they arrived. 

All this was accomplished, the Transport returning to Selfridge Field the 
same day, the 24th. In the meantime, however, the only communication received 
from Major Royce was a telegram from Hancock stating that he would leave there 
at 9:00 a.m. There beins no direct commmnication between Selfridge Field and 
Oscoda, it was believed that the flight had been delayed by the fog which early 
_ that evening had settled over the surrounding country. Strange as it may seen, 
however, Major Royce and his pilots arrived at about 6:30 o'clock that evening 
via automobile. They had gotten into the fog just northwest of Selfridge Field 
but were forced down at the Packward Proving Grounds at Utica, Michigan. Lieut. 
Van Auken had lost the rest of ‘the flight in the fog and was forced down into a 
small field about five miles north of Selfridge. His landing was rather hard, 
and the plowed field caused such damage that the wrecking truck was sent out 
the next day. The plane was dismantled and hauled back to the aero repair shop 
at the field. It was damaged so badly that a major overhaul was required. As 
soon as the weather cleared the following day, five pilots »wroceeded to Utica 
by automobile and ferried the planes back to the field. 

Thus another northern flight was completed, but this time the equipment 
functioned perfectly, the engines, skiis, aircraft and general equipment giving 
no trouble. The information and experience gained from the recent flight to 
Spokane helped materially. The engines were started on schedule, and but for 
the bad weather, for which no cure has been discovered, the flight would have 
made the trip without delay. 

ait ---000--— 

Major T. Ogata, of the Imperial Japanese Army, was a visitor at the Air 
Corns Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, recently. Major Ogata has been 
visiting various Army fields throughout the country. 
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SOME BAD NEWS FOR AIR CORPS FIRST LIDUTENANTS 


The "Demon Statistician" of the Personnel Division, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, was burning the midnight oil. With the Promotion List in one 
hand and a stubby: lead »encil in the other he was busily engaged in "figgering." 
Sheets of paper with mumerals scrawled all over them were lying in >rofusion on 
his desk, and it. could be easily seen that he was having a strenuous session 
with the particular task before him. 

So engrossed was he in his work that he failed to hear the soft tread of 
a Midnight Visitor in his room, said mysterious person carrying an old oil lamp 
jn one hand and a modern flashlight in the other. It was not until the beam 
from the flashlight strealed across the desk of the "D.S." that he became 
aware of the presence of another person in his vicinity, and he started up in 
alarm. His astonished gaze perceived the wan, haggard features of an Air Corns 
First Lieutenant who secmed to be slouching along as if in a daze. 

"What ho! Diogenes looking for an honest man, en?" queried the "D.S." as 
he regained his composure. 

The Midnight Visitor halted suddenly, rubbed his eyes and came to. "Sleep 
walicing again," he mumbled to himself. 

"What, seckest thou," or words to that effect, queried the D.S., "and why 
the landing lights?" 

"I'm only looking for a ‘oromotion," rcturned the "H.V.", hesitatingly. 

"I really mean no harm." 

"Seck no further, brother," said the "D.S." "You hazpened to come to the 
right place at the right time. I have it all figured out for you. You see, I 
have t-'"an the average mumber of »romotions occurring each month for the past 
ten yooargs.: and, if this average holds the same for the balance of this 
yea: and up to September of next year, about 142 others who are in the same 
boat you're in will snort the title of 'Captain' ‘by the fall of 19381. 

"Oh! So I'm due for the 'bad' news pretty soon, eh! Well, that's cer- 
tainly fine 'dope.' I've beon waiting so long for it, and it just scemed that 
it was never coming." 

"Well, cheer up," returned the "D.S." consolingly and, scattcring the 
papers on his desk and running dowm a list of names, added: "Let's sec; you're 
duc to celebrate sometime in July. You sec, I've been working on this maddle 
for somc time. If, as I said before, the average of monthly vacancies remains 
constant from now on, one of your comrades in distress is due to take the oath 
of office as Captain in April, six in May, two in June, cleven cach in July 
and August, nine in Sevtember, ten in October, fifteen in November, fourteen 
in December, one in January, 1951, none in Feoruary or March, three in April, 
twelve in May, thirtecn in June, cight in July and ninc in August." 

"Un, Um.' Ain't that sumpin!" ejaculated the now thoroughly aroused 
"M.V." unconsciously falling into the dialect of the two famous Radio tooth- 
paste artists. "Let's see the list, if you don't mind." 

"Certainly," said the "D.S.,"% handing him several sheets of paper. "The 
dove is all there." 

And this is what the "M.V." saws 


Air Corms First Lieutenants duc to be »romoted to Sept. 1951. 





1930 , 
April - --- aby C. Strickland July - - - - Charles 3. 3ranshaw 
Edward W. Raley 
May---- - John M. Clark Earle H. Tonlzin 
Roland C.. Blessley James T. Hutchison 
Arthur Thomas . Edwin R. Page 
Louis N. Eller Harvey H. Holland 
Ulysses G. Jones Russell L. Maughan 
Virgil Hine August - - - Yalter Miller 
. Olivor P. Gothlin, Jr. 
June - --- Joh P. Richter 43 ; . Bagenc B. Bayley 
John Boveridge, Jr. Dache M. Reeves 
4 ” . Leo F. Post 
July - - - ~ Michael BE. McHugo - John C. Kennedy 
James L. Grisham William A. Hayward 
Zarl S. Hoag ; Edmund P. Gaines 
Viueent J. Meloy Harvey W. Prosser 
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September 


October 


November 


December - - —- = 


1931 
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January - - - - 


Horace §. 


Leland C, 
Robert V. 
Leland R. 
Robert J. 


Clayton L. Bissell 





Kenyon,Jr. 
Burd 
Ignico 


Hewitt 
Brown,Jr. 


Clifford C. Mutt 
Isaiah Davies 
Artimr W. Vanaman 
Frank 0. Carroll 
Frederick W. Evans 


Harry G. Montgomery 
Fred C. Nelson 
James A. Healy 
Edward M. Morris 
Charles Douglas 
Hugh A. Bivins 
Burton F. Lewis 
Elmer J. Bowling 
Orrin J. Bushey 
Fred S. Borum 


George W. Polk, Jr. 
Kellogg Sloan 
Devereux M. Myers 
Alfred W. Marriner 
Guy EH. Gale 

Muir S. Fairchild 
James G. Taylor 
Leland W. Miller 
Raphael Baez, Jr. 
Robert H. Finley 
Don L. Eztchins 
Clarence H. Welch 
Ennis C. Whitehead 
Alfred J. Lyon 
Harold L. Clark 


Sam L. Ellis 

George G. Iundberg 
Eugene L. Eubank 
Lawrence A. Lawson 
Bayard Johnson 
Frank M. Paul 

Samuel M. Connell 
Charles B. DeShields 
John E. Unston 
Reuben C. Moffat 


Russell M. Greenslade 


Paul L. Williams 
Clarence P. Kane 
Harry Weddington 


Saimel C. Eaton, Jr. 


1931 


February - - ” 
March -- == 
April ------ 


_—-— — oe me 


August 


— 
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Leonidas L. Koontz 
Edward D. Jones 
Merrill D. Mann 


Albert C. 
Edward V. 
Edward E. Hildreth 
Sarmel G. Frierson 
Phillips Melville 
John G. Williams 
William C. Morris 
Albert 3B. Pitts 
Bernard S. Thompson 
Willis R. Taylor 
Robert D. Knapp 
James T. Curry,Jr. 


Foulk 
Harbeck 


William B. Souza 
Alfred A. Lindeburg 
Joseph A. Wilson 
Clements McMullen 
Ames 8. Albro 

Milo McCune 

Chas. M. Robinson 
Benjamin B. Cassidy 
Charles Y. Banfill 
Myron R. Wood 
Frank B. Tyndall 
Maxwell W. Balfour 
Robert T. Cronau 


Isaac J. Williams 
Clarence E. Shankle 
Donald L. Bruner 
Lloyd C. Blackburn 
Audrey B. Ballard 
John H. Gardner 

Tm. C. Goldsborough 
Valter R. Peck 


Edward H. Yood 
Emil C. Kiel 
Harold L. George 
Lewis A. Dayton 
Younger A. Pitts 
Howard L. Bogert 
Burnie R. Dallas 
Benjamin Griffin 
Ward F. Robinson 


recent additions of general interest to the files of the Information 
Division were the following mimeogravhed nammhletss 


U-941 
U-$55 
U-956 
U-957 


The Young Man and the Army Air Corps. 

A Short History of Mather Field, Calif. 

Airplanes Used at the Air Corps Field Exercises, 1930. 

Biogranhy of Brigadier-General Villiam E. Gillmore, Assistant to 
the Chief of the Air Corns. 


. _These pamphlets may be secured wion ad »lication to the Information Division, 
Publications Section, Office of the Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 
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SELECTING A VOCAREMRY FOR RADIO TELEPHONY 


The roar of the motors immoses a considorable Landicap upon airmen who at- 
tempt to carry on conversation in the air via radio. For this reason experi- 
ments have been made by Air Corns officers at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., 
en certain words which can be heard to the best advantage. In all, 500 words 
were sclected for the first climination list, and this mumber was subsequently 
cut to an even hundred. Consonants especially are hard to hear, except where 
the vowels in the words predominate. .\ misunderstanding in messages easily 
enough could cause damage, and so the officers have spent more time tran can be 
imagined in sclecting their list of words, the favorites being "Right"; "Left"; 
"Stop"; "Qkey"; "Good" and "Hit," all of which more or less referring to target 
practice. ‘In the word "Right" for example, the "r' and the "t" are scarcely 
heard, but only the vowels "igh " and in "good" it is the "_oo_" and so on. 

The act of telephoning by radio from plane to plane has advanced to such 
an extent at Rockwell Ficld that the game today is no longer an experiment, nor 
even an amusement. It is almost an every day business at the field at vresent. 
A chee!s up of recent radio activities at the field records at least five occa- 
sions where the tusiness in hand could not have been performed without the use 
of tke well ixnown’ car phones. 

For instance, there is the concrete case of Lieut. C.K. Howard. Eis per- 
formance of the duties of Post Exchange Officer demanded so much of his time 
that not enough daylight was left for him to get in the requisite amount of 
flying time to entitle him to draw flying pay. Availing himself ef the opvortu- 
nity to make a trip by air en official business, he was aoout to make a landing 
at the field on his return when it suddenly occurred to him that if ne could 
stay up for another half hour he would by just luck squeeze in the required 
amount of flying time. He televhcned down to Lieut. Valentine, Commanding 
Officer of the llth Pombardment Squadron, asking if it was true that he needed 
only another ralf hour. After checiting up the records, Lieut. Velentine phoned 
back to Lieut. Howard that his calculation was correct. The latter then re- 
quested and received permission to keep the plane aloft for another 30 minutes. 

In another instance both the Pursuit Squadron and the Bombing Squadron 
were pressed for time to corplete their full training schedule cf target prac- 
tice. ad weather and fog handicapped the training throughout the week, but on 
one day the sky promised to remain clear for about an hour cr so before the 
fog closed in again: Because of the closeness at Rockwell Field of the machine 
gun target for the Pursuit planes to the target for the Bombardment planes, 
neither squadron can hold target practice at the samé time. 

The 95th Pursuit Squadron took off on target practice first, and while they 
were practicing the bombers were climbing to thetr bombing altitude. Yet there 
was no way for them to tell when the Pursuit planes were through. At the 
proper moment the bombers were notified by radio telephone that they could pro- 
ceed with their yractice. No tine was lest and the bombers began carrying on 
where the Pursuit planes had left off, and in-this way the training schedule 
for both organizations was completed just before the fog rolled in again: 

A third case presented itself when, during a cross-country flight from 
Rockwell Field to San Francisco, the llth Fembardment Squadrow, led by Lieut. 
Valentine, the Comnanding Cfficer, encountered bad weather. Instead of the 
weather improving it grew worse when Bakersfield was reached. Confronted with 
the possibility that if the planes continued on to San Francisco they might 
‘meet such bad weather that they could net land, nor would they have enough gas 
to enable them to return, Lieut. Valentine instructed his radio operator to 
tune in on'the Western Air Radio Repsrts. These came each hour, and thrcugh 
them the Squadron learned that the weather was clearer ahead. The bombers 
continued northward without risl and were soon in the clear. a 

‘The aerial or antenna of the planes, instead of being stretched across the 
wings as might be presumed, aré lowered overboard to trail behind as soen.as 
the plane is in the air. These aerials are termed "fish" because of the strange 
shape »f the six-inch leads-at their ends. These “lead fish" dangle behind 
125 feet, as if attached to a fish line, and every now and then a pilot forgets 
to reel in the "fish" before landing. This cduses no damage to the plane but 
dxes wreck the antenna. oe 

Imring a recent landing at Oceanside, Calif., this antenna was rigged with 
one end to a fence post, and a steady communication was established with 
Rockwell Field, proving that the radio can be invaluable during a forced landing 
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In the original tests while in the air the generation was produced by a 
miniature propeller erected en the fuselage.. The little prop was whirled by 
the: wind like a toy windmill. But batteries are used now and work better. 
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COMMENDATION FOR LIEUT. CORKILLE 


For his exhibition of coolness, courage and judgment in an emergency which 
would have justified his resorting to his parachute in order to save his life, 
Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, addressed a letter of 
: cemmendation to lst Lievt. John D. Corkille, Army Air Corps, on duty with the 

Flying Branch of the Miteriel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

While flight-testing an airplane at an altitude of 7,000 feet, a faulty 
carburetor caused the engine to cease functioning. In the consequent flooding 
of the carturetor, the raw gasoline pouring from the scoop was blown by the 
slipstream along the fuselage and into the bottom of the pilot's cockpit. This 
gasoline ignited and caused a serious fire in the cockpit. 

Instead of abandoning the plane, Lieut. Corkille waited until the fire 
subsided and then proceeded to land safely at the home field. 

"Your presence of mind and quick thinking on this occasion prevented a 
mach more serious accident," General Fechet stated in his letter, "and not 
only saved valuable public property from destruction but has permitted an in- 
vestigation to determine the cause of the fire, which would have been impos- 
sible had the airplane been allowed to crash. Your conduct on this flight was 
highly commendable and is worthy of the best traditions of the Army Air Corps." 

Imnediately after the gas was ignited by backfire, Lieut. Corkille turned 
off the supply, but the heat in the cockpit became so intense that he made 
ready to jump. The act of cutting off the gas supnly, however, caused the fire 
to subside sufficiently to enable him to return to his seat and glide his 
plane for a landing on the field. On the-way down, at about 2,000 feet alti- 
tude, the gas was turned on again to try to catch the motor, but when he 
noticed the raw fluid again coming back in the fuselage, the supply was again 
cut off. Immediately thereafter the fuselage started blazing, but the fire 
lasted only a few seconds and burned out. When the gas was turned on again 
the engine started to run and the plane was landed. 

Subsequent examination of the plane showed evidence of a very het fire 
in the cockpit which burned through the fabric of the fuselage on the right 
side, burned off connect'iions to the instruments and sorched the paint on the 
metal fuselage members. 

Lieut. Corkille is one of the veteran flyers ef the Army Air Cerps. He 
served as the pilot for Cantain Albert W. Stevens, Air Corps, on the remarkable 
photographic expedition last summer to the scenic northwest, when aerial shoto- 
graphs of mountain veaks were taken froma distance of 227 miles. On the eve 
of the last inauguration, Lieut. Corkille piloted Captain Stevens on a night 
photegraphic mission over Washington, when several interesting flashlight 
photographs were taken of the Capitcl and The White House. 

/ —--000--— 


MICHIGAN NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN STAGE AERIAL DEMONSTRATION 


The formal inspection on February 15th of the 107th Observation Squadron, 
dend Division Air Service, Michigan Natienal Guard, was featured by an aerial 
review, formation flying and a bombing mission over Lake St. Clair. The three 
2 Observation planes flown in this missien were oquipped with machine guns, 
radin aoparatus, camera and bombs. Major Floyd E. Evans, Commanding Officer 
ef the Squadron, led the flight, with Lieut... J.R. Walsh as ebserver. Lieut. 
C.H. Wilson,with Lieut. R.C. DesAutles as radio operater, flew No. 2 position, 
and Captain H.L. Brhoff,with Lieut. J.G. Kalec as nhotegrapher, flew No. 3 po- 
sition with six bombs attached to the lower wings. This formatien was escort- 
ad by nine pursuit planes from’Selfridge Field under the command of Major 
Ralph Royce. Radio cemmnication was maintained with the field and breadcast 
through loud speakers to the public. 

Between four and five thousand persons had assembled to witness the 
maneuvers despite the fact that the temperature was only eight degrees above 
zero. 
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CRISSY FIELD AIRMEN MAKE FINE SHOWING IN PISTOL PRACTICE 


Ry the.News Letter Corresnondent 





Ninety percent of the personnel of the 91st Observation Squadron, station- 
ed at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., made qualifying scores 


jn their nistol practice (main season) which was completed on March lst. 


of 


the 140 enlisted mon who fired, 30% qualified as emerts, 21% as skarpshooters 


and 39% as marksmen. 
/ 


The total number of men qualifying was 127, or 90%. 


The News Letter Correspondent states that while this »robabdly does not con- 
stitute a world's record or any other record, we feel that our men may well be 
proud. of the results, which were due princivally to the efforts of end Lieuts. 


William Eall, Air Corns; Nelson D. Jenkins, Air Reserve, and Staff Sergeant 


William B. Townsend, 91st Ovservation Squadron. 
his ability as a pistol marksmanship instructor, Sergeant Townsend proceeded to 
practice personally what he preached, for he attained the highest score of all 
officers and men firing. 


- The following men qualified as Experts with the scores indicated: 


2 


In addition to demonstrating 





Staff Sgt. Wm. B. Townsend 97.8% . Sergeant Roy B. Brooks 90.4% 
Private John W. Shadowens 97. Private Chas. W. Gordon 89.2 
Private Vincent J. Hobart 94.1 Corporal Oliver Swihart 89.2 
Sergeant Charles H. Irwin 94. Sergeant Reinat Olsen 89.1 
Private Ray E. Covey 93.5 Staff Sgt. E. J. Raymond 89. 
Private raul HE. Overby 93.3 Pvt. Ist Cl. G.B. Corkran 89. 
Private James E. Beeson 93.1 Private William H. Evans 88.7 
Pvt. lst Cl. Lee I. Traxler 92. Private James EH. Lane 88.7 
Private John B. Gresham 92. Pvt. lst Cl. Jos. Danhoff 88.6 
Pvt. lst Cl. Harold F. Gilbert - 91.6 Pvt. lst Cl. John Benedict 87.6 
Private Sparr E. Olsson 91.3. Ovt. Ist Cl. K. A. Hambel 87.2 
Sergeant Peter N. Feeney 91.2 Private Paul L. Houett 87.1 
Pvt. lst Cl. George J. Bruns 91.1 Private Theo. E. Johnson 87. 
Private John I. Felkey 9 Private Willis P. Allen 86.6 
Private Arthur Kind 91. Private Hovard C. Hume 86.6 
Sergeant James Forshaw 90.8 Pvt. lst Cl. Roy E. Woodruff 85.7 
Corporal John A. Robinson 90.8 Staff Set. H. B. Kannolt 85.6 
Pvt. lst Cl. Murl M. Clark 99.8 rrivate Frank D. Hicks 85.5 
Private Walter E.Schwager 90.8 Private Carl A. Stein 85.3 
Private Vernon R.Drinkwine 90.6 Private Wm. G. Harrison 85.1 
Private Miller 0. Jackson 90.6 Staff Set. Dan C. Pruitt 85. 


Practically all of the officers stationed at the field made qualifying 
scores in their pistol practice, for of the 21 officers who fired, 43% qualified 
as experts, 14% as sharpshooters and 39% as marksmen. The following are our 
experts, With their respective scores: 


lst Lieut. Josevh R. Hargrove, Air Reserve, 94,5% 
end Lieut. George W. tiansen, Air Corps, 92.6 
end Lieut. Edward V. Pettis, Air Reserve, . 92.6 
end Lieut. Kenneth C. Erown, Air Corns, 90. 
end Lieut. Otis B. Crawford, sir Reserve, 89.3 
end Lieut. Henry B. Fisher, Air Reserve, 89.2 
lst Lieut. LeRoy A. Walthall, Air Corps, 87.1 
end Lieut. Allen Chanman, Air Reserve, 85.7 
end Lieut. Nelson D. Jenkins, ir Reserve, 85.1 


It was necessary to curtail somewhat the preliminary exercises, such as 
trigger-squeeze, sighting, etc., due to the receipt of orders for the 91st 
Observation Squadron to proceed to Mather Field the beginning of March as 
advance guard fer the annual Air Corps Maneuvers to be held there from about 
April lst to Asril 24th. For the same reason it was necessary to delay until 
a little later the pistol firing of the 15th Photo Section. 

The personnel of Crissy Field anticipate a busy two months in prenaring 
Mather Field for the Air Corps Maneuvers, administering that field during same, 
participating therein as the only observation squadron, and maintaining the 
necessary post overhead at Crissy Field. Wo hope to perform all these duties 


in a creditable manner and, during March, accomplish at least some aerial 
gunnery training which was originally scheduled for April. 
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STRANDED SELFRIDGE AIRMEN MAKE LONG TREK OVER SNOW 


It will be recalled that Lieut. Norman im “Sillin; Air Corps, a, member of 
the Arctic Patrol Flight of the lst Pursuit Group, was forced down at Cooks, 
_Michigan, on tke return trip, due to a troken connecting rod. After a delay 
of four days he flew in to Selfridge Field on February 2nd, thus accounting for 
all the Pursuiters who started on the memorable flight to Snokane. In tie last 
issue of thé News Letter it was stated that Lieut. Harry Z. Johnson in a C-93 
Transport, accompanied by four mechanics, and ferrying a new engine, flew to 
the spot where Lieut. Sillin landed but vas forced to go to Manistique, the 
nearest airport, from which place the engine was hauled to Cooks. 

On taking eff from Manistique for the return flight to pate ange Field, 
Lieut. Sisaues was forced to fly low due to snow, wren suddenly the right and 
center engines quit and the Transport stuck her nose’down. It was all over, 
however, before react: 1ing hands could grasp whatever there was to grasp, and 
when everyone was out of the nlane and the startled mechanics Lad a few minutes 
to quiet their palpitating hearts they found themselves waist deep in snow and 
evidently miles.and miles from any sort of habitation. 

Immediate and careful inspection disclosed the fact that the landing had 
been made on a smll field on the side of a’ large hill and that under the snow 
the entire field was dotted with stumps.. In landing, one of these stumps tore 

off the right skii cel the subsequent jar had thrown the rigut engine entirely 
an of the mounting, destroying that wing. It did not take a great deal of 
thought or concentration to bring home the fact that the plane would require a 
complete overhaul and if they were goins any vlace they might as well get start- 
ed. tIuckily, just before landing, Lieut.’ Johnson had spotted the town of Alba, 
Michigan, and the long trek over the snow-covered, untracked hills began. No 
trails or roads had been broken through for days and it was a leg sore and 
weary gang that finally, at dark, troonved disconsolately into this little 
northern tom. ; 

Many days the crew spent in this north country among kind and friendly 
farmers before the ship could be dismantled and hauled over hastily improvised 
roads to the freight station at Alba, where shipment was made to the Ford 
Company at Dearborn, Michigan. 

Several days later all the versonnel reached Selfridge Field high in their 
praise of the hosditality of the snow-bdound farmers in upper Michigan. 
---000--- 





ONE-WHEEL LANDINGS 


Lieut. Richard E. Cobb, Air Corns, flying a C-1, recently made, minus cne 
wheel, a verfect two-point landing at the Fairfield Air Devot, Ohio. The'vwheel 
was lnst soon after taking off from Selfridge Field. With him were three pas- 
sengers, Lieuts. Underhill, Giovannoli and Rhudy. ‘The story of their vredica- 
ment was telephoned ahead and the usual signal was given prior to settling dow 
the Transport. The airmen returned to Selfridge Field in four P-1's which had 
received major overhauls in the Fairfield shops. 

scvessinladiianeaien 

Successfully accomplishing the hazardous feat of landing a huge bomber with 
only one goed wheel, Lieut. William Groen, Jr., Rockwell Field pilot, saved his 
life and that of five enlisted passengers on the afternoon of March 4th. 

Lieut. Groen was piloting a Keystone LB-7 bomber and took off as one member 
of a three-plane formation. In some manner one of the wheels of the plane ‘as 
so badly damaged in the take-off that it was useless, but those in the plane 
were unaware of the fact. “hen those on the ground sav what haypened, Captain 
H.M. Elmendorf and Lieut. I.A. Woodring took off in mursuit ef the bember, and 
by diving and other maneuvers attracted the attention ef the occupants cf the 
bomber. A mechanic looked ever the side, saw what was wrong and wrote a note 
to Lieut. Groen, exylaining the situation. By this time the bomber was at an 
altitude of about 1500 feet. 

Circling down over the field, Lieut. Groen signalled that he was about to 
land. All precautions for an accident were taken at once. The army ambulance 
nd the fire engine took un stations at the indicated landing »nlace, and with 
breathless interest those on the ground waited for what they fsared might be a 
serious crash. Lieut. Groen, however, was master of the situasion and, tipping 
his plane away frem the side en which the damaged wheel was attached, landed on 
one- wheel, bumping aleng over the field until he was no longer able to balance 
the slowing plane. There was a crash and a ripning ef fatric, and the lane 
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settled dowm ina cloud of dust, Ambulance and fire engine crews rushed to 
the spot but, happily, they were confronted by the pilot and crew of the plane 
emerging unhurt from the wreckage. 
One wing of the plane was wrecked, but neither the motors nor the propel- 
lers were damaged. Fellow officers declared that Lieut. Groen's landing was a 
perfect one and that his skill alone averted what might otherwise have been a 
major accident. 
---000--— 


NIGHT FLYING AT SEUFRIDGE FIELD 


Night flying, something which heretofore was confined to arrivals after 
dusk at Selfridge Field, actually became a reality, and from the interest it 
created over the surrounding country an interesting treat was afforded those 
who witnessed the flights. The roads leading to Selfridge Field were thick 
with cars, and hundreds were parked along the paved road west of the field. . 

This particular night flying consisted of a test by the 15th Observation 
Squadron of the modified Mark I Airplane Flares. Flights were made on the 
19th, 20th and 2lst, and the billion candle—power BBT floodlight covered the 
field for landings and take-offs with daylight. This particular light is just 
another remarkable creation - one which recalls the time-at Paranaque Beach in 
the Philippines when we poured a Tee of gasoline on the very small flying ficld 
we ignited it so that Captain Ira C. Faker, returning from Stotsenburg, might 

know the wind direction and the approximate location of the ficld. At that 
time all was rush, worry and chaos. Now all we do is to just push or pulla 
switch. What a difference! 

per \ Oo en 


ENDURANCE FLYER DROPS IN AT SELFRIDGE 


Practically everyone with any time in the Air Corps at all remembers Byron 
K. Newcomb, ex~Staff Sergeant and nilot extraordinary, who for so many years 
was a member of the First Pursuit Growp. He paid a visit to Selfridge Ficld 
the other day, driving in from his home town in Aicron, Ohio, where he has been 
employed as a pilot. 

Newcomb joined the Air Corms as a Cadct at Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla., 
on January 1, 1920, goings to the Advanced Flying School at Ellington Ficld, 
Houston, Texas, on September Ist. Uvon his graduation he was immediately as- 
signed to duty as flying instructor at Carlstrom Field. 

In January, 1922, Newcomb was assisned to the lst Pursuit Group, then at 
Ellington Field, with which organization he remained, except for details in 
1923, 1924. and 1926 as an Instructor at the Air Corps Primary Flying School 
at Brooks Ficld, Texas, until November 1, 1928. On this date Sergeant Newcomb 
was discharged by purchase to cnable him to accent a position as an instructor 
in a flying school at Cleveland, Ohio. Flying over Cleveland in a Stinson 
plane with another ex-Staff Sergeant of the Air Corns, Roy L. Mitchell, he 
broke the then éxisting world's record for continuous flight. 

At the time of his discharge from the military service, Newcomb had flown 
practically every tyne of military aircraft and had a total of 3,493 hours and 
o minutes in the air as pilot. 

Readers of the Air Corps News Letter will remember Newcomb for many things- 
probably mostly for his argumentative disposition and his keen and scathing 
wit. Newcomb would argue ahout anything. ‘There was one argument, however, 
vhich he never won, which was: demonstrative of that narticular "wealmess" in 
his disposition. Like most-arguments, no one remembers how it started. It ner- 
tained, however, to a ballet fired from a gun at the rate of 60 miles per hour 
with the gun mounted on a train moving in the direction of fire at the same 
rate of sveed. Whichever side Newcomb took, the entire section arrayed thom 
selves solidly against him, and when he finally slammed on his hat and burst 
from the room the tullet was half in and half out of the muzzle of the gun. 

-~--0009—— 

The Secretary of War has directed that the band of the First Chemical 
Regiment, Edgewood Arsenal, be rendered inactive on April 4, 1930, and its per- 
sonnel transferred in grade anc rating to the band of the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School, March Field, Calif. After the transfer has teen effected the 
band willbe moved as early as practicable to Brooklyn, N.Y., from which nort 


. it will sail by transport to San Francisco, and thence by rail to March Field. 
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MEMORIAL UNVEILED AT FAIRFIFLD TO ITALIAN AIRMAN 


The éeremony of uxnveiling. a-tablet in memory of Lieutenant Giovanni 
Pirelli, Italian eviator, a member of an Italizn Military. Mission to the 
United States, who wes killed at Wilbur Wright. Field on February 4, 1919, 

“when the Balilla airplanes ho was piloting plunged te the ground from 200 
feet, took place at Fairfield, Ohio, at 3:30 P.M. on Wednesday, March 12, 
Services were held cn the spot on which the plane fell, where the tablet, 
which is of stone, measuring 20 by 30 inches, is placed. All officers of 
Wright Field and Fairficld were present. 

General Foulcis made tno enening address. Presentation of the tablet to 
the United States Gevernment was made by Cemnander Silvio Scereni, Air Attache 
ef the Royal Italian Embassy, Washington, D.C., and its acceptance acknowledged 
by Majer H.H. Arnecld, Cemmanding Officer cf Fairfield. Ccmmander Scareni and 
Majer Pacle Sbernarcri arrived frem Washingten cn the merning of the ceremony, 

Lieutenant Pirelli was 35 vears old when he fell to his death in 1919. 

He was a member of a prominent family of Milan, Italy, and had spent three 
vears upon the Italian-Austrian battle front. He wes credited with downing 
at least fcur enemy airplanes and had been decorated four times for his daring 
and bravery, one award being a special military cross of merit from the 
Italian Government. 

General Foulois said in part: "During the uncertain weeks immediately 
following the Armistice, it was essential that expérimental and research ac- 
tivities should "carry on" until conditions were definitely settled. It was 
while cooperating to the full with American engineers ond giving them the ex- 
perience of his broad aerial experience that Lieutenant Pirelli's end came so 
suddenly. His extreme devetion to duty and unusually pleasing personality en- 
deared him to our hearts from his very arrival in this country. He was one of 
us in a common cause. —- - Bleven years have passed but his sacrifice has not 
been in vain. His example while among us and his passing at a time when he 
was so actively engaged in service to two great nations can not be soon for- 
gotten. It is an important link in the bond of friendship between Italy and 
America." . 

Commander Scaroni in the prusentation address spoke of having served with 
Lieutenant Pirelli in the Werld War dnd of the love and respoct the officer 
held both for his remarkable »ersonality and his ability. His Italian brother 
officers felt that Italian Aviation could have been better represented in the 

‘ United States by no other. He thanked the United States and the historic 
Fairfield for allowing the stone to be placed in commemoraticn of his lost 
comrade, both in the name of Pirelli's family and in his cwn name, and felt 
that the simple stene weuld elways stand as a symbol of the spirit of coopera- 
tien and friendship between the American and the Italian peoples. 

---cQo--- 


CONNECTICUT AIRMEN FLY TO MIAMI 


As a means of training in cress-cecuntry flying fer efficers of the 118th 
Observation Squadren,C.N.G.,permission was requested cf and granted by the 
Militia Bureau fcr a flight ef this crganizaticn to attend the Naticnal Air 
Races at Miami, Fla. 

The feollcwing cfficers and men made up the flight: 


Majer H.E. Jchnsen Staff Set. E.M. Walker 
lst Licut. H.H. Mills Staff Set.-H.H. Heman 
lst Lt. E.L. Markham ist Lieut .R.M.Webster,D.0.L.,4.C.Instructer. 


The three planes used Were an 02K, flewn by Majer Jchnsen; an 0-11, flewn 
by Lieut. Mills; and an X0-12, flewn by Lt. Wobster. 

This flight was accempanied by a civilian plane, cwned by the Department 
ef Aerenautics, State cf Cennecticut, a Veught Cersair, which was flewn by 
Capt. H.W. Genercus, 118th Observaticn Squadren, and carrying as passenger 
Capt. C.M. Knex cf the 118th Observaticn Squadren. 

_ Plans were.made te leave Hartfcerd at 8:00 A.M., January 10, but, due te 
heavy fog, the start was delayed until 1:40 P.M. 

The first leg cf the hep landed the flight at Belling Field, Washington, 
_Where the airmen remained cver night. 

On January lith, the flight left Belling Field at 8:50 A.M. fer Pepe 
Field, Fayetteville, N.C., via Richmend and Raleigh. Visibility was peer and 
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the flight did not ascend over 1,000 ft. ef altitude. At 11:30 A.M. the flight 
landed at Pope Field, lunched at the Officers! Mess, and at 1:00 P.M. devarted 
for Jacksonville, Fla., via Charleston, $.C., and Savannah, Ga. About forty 
miles outside of Charleston weather and low clouds were encountered and flying 
was difficult. From that point on the Georgia Swamps were very much in evidence. 

On arriving at St.Simon's Island, near Brunswick, Ga., the fog increased 
and, due to the low clouds, the first two ships in the flight were separated 
from the second two. For that reason Major Johnson and Capt. Generous turned 
back and landed at Redfern Field, St.Simon's Island. Lieuts. Mills and Webster 
continued on and landed at Jacksonville, Fla.,at 5:20 P.M. 

The two planes which landed on St.Simon's Island were held there by bad 
weather for two days. Licuts. Webster and Mills left Jacksonville at 1:50 P.M. 
on the 13th and arrived at Miami at 5:15 P.M. On January 14th the fog lifted 
sufficiently around St.Simon's Island to enable Major Johnson and Capt,.Generous 


‘to get off. They left at 11:00 A.M. and landed at Jacksonville 40 minutes later 


in a light rain. After the ships were serviced the airmen took off at 12:45 P.M, 
for Miami and arrived there at 4:30 P.M. 

The flight remained in Miami on January 15th and 16th, since the races 
continued through the 15th. On the following day motor trouble was experienced 
on the Vought "Corsair", which held the flight in Miami all through that day. 

January 17th at. 9:3C A.M. the flight took off for St.Petersburg, Fla. 
There were low clouds for the first half hour but the flight progressed to a 
higher ceiling and more favorable flying conditions. The flight passed over 
the south end of Lake Okeechobee and past the old Air Service Flying Schocl 
field at Arcadia, and landed at St.Petersbrug at 2:00 P.M. 

Governor and Mrs. Trumbull of Connecticut who were spending a few weeks at 
St.Petersburg, were at the airport to meet the flight when it arrived. 

Due to rain, the flight remained at St.Petersburg on the 18th, but on the 
19th departed at 10:50 A.M. for Tallahassee, Fla., with best wishes from the 
Gevernor and Mrs. Trumbull, who were at the airport to see the flight take off. 

About thirty minutes out of St.Petersburg, and flying at an altitude of 
1,C00 ft. due to low ceiling, the 0-11, flown by Lieut. Mills, developed motor 
trouble. As a result, the entire flight turned back to Pampa for repairs. The 
necessary repairs having been taken care of, the flight took off for Talla- 
hassee at 1:30 P.M., and arrived there at 4:00 P.M. 

On January 20th, the flight left Tallahassee at 9:55 A.M. for Birmingham, 
Ala. Flying conditions were geod, except for first twenty-five miles out, 
when some fog was encountered. The flight landed at Robert's Field, Ala. 
(Birmingham) at 12:25 P.M, and were the gusts of the officers of the 106th 
Cbservation Squadron. 

Weather reports indicated that they were liable to encounter bad weather 
between Birmingham and Nashville and so decision was nade to remain in Birming~ 
ham for the night. 

January 2lst being rainy and foggy, the flight remained at Birmingham. 

On January 22d, from early morning to about 2:00 P.M., weather conditions 
were very poor With exceptionally low ceiling and plenty of rain. At 2:45 P.M. 
weather conditions looking more favorable, the flight left Birmingham for Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Flying conditions were very poor, a heavy haze and low ceiling 
prevailing. The flight, however, pushed on to Murfeesburg, Tenn., and landed 
at 4:30 P.M., at Sky Harber Airport. Although the flight landed at Sky Harbor, 
Murfeesburg, it continued on by motor bus to Nashville where it was met by mem- 
bers of the Air Service, Tennessee National Guard, and was their gust for that 
evening. It was the good fortune of this flight to mect Lieut. Vincent Meloy 
of the Militia Bureau who happened to be at Nashville at that time. 

On January 23d the flight left Murfeesburg at 9:45 A.M. at a temperature 
of about zero, and arrived at Dayton, Ohio, at 12:35 P.M., where they found 
that the tomperature around nine degrees below zero. During the flight, Cant. 
Generous in the Vought, who was leading the flight, had the misfortume to 
freeze his face. Through immediate medical attention, however, Capt. Generous 
Will not experience any bad effects. 

The flisht remained at Dayton the rest of the day and departed for @leve- 
land on January 24th at 2:25 P.M. <A strong tail wind syceded the flyers on- 
ward and at°3:40 PiM. they landed in Cleveland where they were the guests of 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Officers of the 112th Observation Squadron. 

Weather reports being bad and showing some snow around Buffalo, the flight 
remained on the ground on the 25th, but on the 26th they left Cleveland at 
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10:55 A.M. for Buffalo, arriving there at 12:30 P.M. where the shins were ser. 


viced. 
after a very::cold trip. 


‘At.1:45 P.M. the flight left Buffale for Hartford, arriving at 4:40 py. 


Members er the flight feel that. very worthwhile inmate: were made on this [f 
trip and it is their hope that it: may be repeated in future sniaaiahd g 


ae RE 
LARGE CLASS TO ATTEND AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


The largest student class in the history of the Air Corps Tactical School, | 
Langley Field, Va:, is scheduled to start the next course in the latter part of 
A total of 25 students - 5 Majors, 10 Captains and 10 First Lieutenants) 
are under orders to renort to the Commandant of the School not later than: 


Au Gus Gc. 


August. 24th, viz: 
Majors 


Lawrence S. Caurchill, Langley Field, Va. 
Ralph P. Cousins, Philiypine Department. 


S. W. FitzGerald, Brooks Field, Texas 
Walter G. Kilner, Langley Field, Va.- 
Charles B. Oldfield, Brooks Field, Tex. 


. Captains 
Yim. V. Andrews, Langley Field, Va. 


- Harry H. Young, Instr. N.G.,St.Louis, | 


- Harold W. Beaton, Langley Field, Va. 


Cantains (Cont'd) 
Donald Wilson, Langley Field, Va, 





lst Lieutenants 





Chas. C. Chauncey, Langley Field, Ya, 
Burnie R,; Dallas, Rockwell Field, Cali 
Eugene L. Eubank, Wright Field, Ohio, 





Robert G. Breene, Wright Field, Ohio. 
Claire L. Chennault, Brooks Field, Tex. 


Enil C. Kiel, Kelly Field, Texas. 
W. T. Larson, Kelly Field, Texas. 


Idwall H. Edwards, March Field, Calif. George C. McDanald, Langley Field, Va, 
Wa. S. Gravely, Kelly Field, Texas... ... George A. McHenry, Ft. Crockett, Tex, 
Thomas W. Hastey,.0.C.A.C. Washington.. . Wm. J..McKiernan, Langley Field, Va, 
Lester T. Miller, Langley Field, Va. . E. C. Whitehead, Wright Field, Ohio. 
Victor H. Strahm, Selfridge Field, Mich. . 


---900-~- 
ATR CORPS OFFICERS ‘DERAILED TO ARMY WAR COLLEGE 


The detail of four’ fiela officers of ‘the: Air Corns to duty as students at 
the Army War College with the August, 1930, Class, will involve changes in as 
_many important assignments. The four. officers who received orders assigning 
them to the War College are Major James E,-Chaney, Commandant of the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Fiela, Texas; Maj or Jacob E. Fickel, Executive Officer of 
the Materiel: Division, Wright Field, Ohio; Major Walter H. Frank, Assistant 
Conmandant of the Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Va.$ and Major Hugh 
J. Knerr, Commanding Officer, end Bombardment ated: Langley Field, Va. 

---000--- 


MANEUVERS IN THE PHILIPPINES PEOTOG GRAPHED 


The 6th Photo Section, diabanian-. at Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., had a busy 
-month performing a considerable amount of photographic work in connection with 
the recent Philipnine Division Maneuvers which were held at Batangas and vicini- 
ty, 50 miles south of Manila. A recontaissance strip was made of the road fron 
Manila to Batangas;.also a mosaic of Batangas Bay and inland, annroximately 100 
square miles, at scales of 1+10;000 and 1-12,000, sega the prints to all 
departments interested prior: ‘to the start.of the maneuvers 

Daily photographic missions were.flown during the course of. the maneuvers 
over truck trains, marches, Gamps, batteries and bridges. The laboratory work 
was done at Nichols Field, and the finished shotographs sent by plane to 
Batangas and dropped the same morning they were taken. 


‘GRADUATION OF ADVAN ED SCHOOL STUDENTS 


The graduation: exercises of . the Advanced Flying School, ‘Kelly Field, San 
Antonio, Texas, were held on. February evth. The aerial review scheduled for 
9:00 a.m, was cancelled because of rain. 
The graduation exercises were held in the Officers! Club at 11:00 a.m. 
Brigadier-General Halstead Dorey, Commanding General, Second Division, delivered 
the principal address and ‘presented the ersde tion certificates. Brigadier- 
General Frank P; Lahm. introduced General Te rey and presented the Reserve conmis- 
sions. The wings were pinned u.on the graduates by Major C.L. Tinker, Assistant 
Commandant of the Advanced Flying School. 
ts This graduation class has the distinction of having more Reserve officers 
accept - ‘active duty than any previous class. Oat of ‘the 81 Flying Cadets gradu- 
ating, 7l have accepted duty with tactiec:l units. The graduating class numbered 
~95 students, 14 being officers of the. Regular Arny. 
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LOST SPRING ON NORTH ISLAND RE~DISCOVERED 


The lost Svring on the ane Ficld side of North Island which a century 
& S e 


‘and a half age vas used to supply Spanish soldiers, whalers and before tnat, per- 


haps, pirates; wav ve-discovered on February 6, 193C. 

The first knewn record of the spring dates back to 1793, when Fort Gurjarres 
was established on Ballast Point for the protection of the So.anish Mission. The 
soldiers Were tiprcd off to the lmowledge that such a snring existed from tramp 
sea captains, who in turn had learned of the spring frem the last remnants of 
pacific pirates. The soldiers rowed across the channel to the well, rather than 
row clear up tne Bay to San Diego River. And so for. a time the little well on 
North Island suoolied all the inhabitants on what is now called Point Loma. 

In 1803, American trading and whaling vessels began putting into the channel 
for water. They pulled their row boats upon the sand of what is still known as 
Whaler's Bight. The water from this tiny spring on North Island was also taken 
across the channel to the workmen of the hide houses near the present La Plara. 
In fact, the spring’ during those rears was the only reason persons ever touched 
on North Island. 

In 1846 tne Island changed from nobody's land to a private concern. fam- 
ily lived on the island for a while and us:d the spring water. Then the family 
moved away and the spring just faded from knowledge. 

For fifty rears or so, historians hunted for the diminutive spring on North 
Island but cculd not find it. To persons not acquainted with North Island, this 
fact perhaps seems strange. Strangers or visitors see the hangars and the smooth 
land where the planes land and it lcoks as if nothing whatever could be lost from 
sight on the pool-table flatness. The southwestern corner of the island where 
the planes do not land is, however, segregated from the rest of the island by a 
Salt water marsh coming in from Wnaler's Bight. The deserted area is about four 
Square miles and ccvered by sand dunes and desert growth. The spring was known 
to be concealed somewhere in this territory, but nobody knew just where. 

Major H.H. Arnold, A.C., when in command of Rockwell Field in 1923, located 
the spring in an effort to complete the History of North Island. However, in- 
sufficient markers were left, but a clue that it was somewhere north of an old 
brick wall was all the information available. Searchers time and again spent 
hours treading through the brush of the sand dunes, but to no purpose. And this 
seems odd, because a hundred years previcusly this spring was the only thing for 
which North Island was used. 

On February 6th, Major Carl Spatz, Commander of the 7th Rombardment Group, 
and Lieut. Harold ’. Bowman, publicity officer for Rockwell Field, set out de- 
termined to find the spring or give up all future attemts - as far as they were 
concerned. After hunting most of the morning, they gave it up, and were return- 
ing to Post Headquarters, when one more clump of brush was attempted, because 
the brush had. a green growth on it. Also, the sand in this special gully was 
marked by trail trecks. Presently two big jack rabbits sprang from the thicket. 
This lecked promising to the searching party. But still the spring could not 
be found. The spring would still be undiscovered had the searchers in. penetrat-— 
ing the brush net sighted an old water keg and a few bleached bones. The thick- 
et much higher than a man's head, had completely submerged the spring and the 
decaying vegetation had filled the hele which the whalers had kept open. With 
an axe and shovel an entrance was hacked through the stiff growth, and sure 
encugh, in the very heart of the reots was a dark hollow, and in the hollow 
was water. 

Lieut. Bowman stooped down and tasted the water. It was fresh. As he be- 
gan digging the cld well revealed itself. New water, too, ripped in rapidly. 
This was the spring sc many persons during past years had been searching for. 
Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer of Rockwell Field, was immediately notified. 
Now that the snvring has been found, it will never be lost again. Major Sneed 
is anxious for it to be preserved, perhap3, lined with cement. He,as well as 
many others, is of the belief, géczozsically, that the San Diego River, an under- 
ground stream, flows below the bottom of San Diego Bay, and is separated from 
the Bay by a layer of rock and clay. The river, it is said, could flow under 
North Island. At one time funds were recuestecd to nske soundings but the re- 
Quest was disapproved. However, if such a water syroly is found, it could 
furnish water to both the Army and Navy activities stationed at North Island. 
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A later item received from the Rockwell Field Corresvondent states that 
the bones of a whale that lived, perhans, a million years or more ago has lain 
beneath North Island hanpily oblivious to landing wheels. The whale would be 
there yet - anc much of it is -‘except for the prodding shovels cf Rockwell Fielg 
prisoners. They were sent out to clean open the old spring re-discovered on the 
Island, the soring Which pirates and Spaniards used prior to the 18th Century, 

The wnale was down there, fossilized and its old weary bones heavily plated 
With silica... The sine ngelih as they struck into the ribs, did not know it wes 
a Whale, nor did anybody know it was a whale, for the spring is a good half-mile 
from the edge of the nearest beach. And, too, there are shrub trees and desert 
grass around the spring. A few thought the benes were these of a horse Which in 
an ill-advised moment walked to the spring and was swamped. Others said the 
bores were those cf an Army mule which in days gone by strayed from old Fort Pio 
Pico and was lost.-. The bones, instead of hecoming exhausted under the picks, in- 
creased in volume. Licut. Bowman, in addition to his other duties, is fast be- 
Coming an amateur archeologist. <Aftor more digging into adjoining territory 
they soon were Weighted to their shoulders in bone-lore. Thsy might have a mas- 
todon; they might have a dinosaur; they might have saber-toothed tiger, or azain 
they might have the remains of an Army mile. The bones were bundled into a car 
and a number of the best samples taken to the Museum of National History, Balboa 
Park, San Diego. The verdict from the scientists was only a moment in coming, 
and the verdict was unanimous - "Whale". The scientists further advised that it 
Was of the Pleistocene era - the youngest of the geological ages -— say a million 
years ago. So Rockwell Field in addition to finding a whale, also found a new 
werd. 
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NES AIRPLANES FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


The Army Air Corps recently placed contracts for new airplanes which will 
involve an exnenditure from Air Corps aporopriations for the Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 19350, of $3,134,261.21. A contract with the Curtiss Aeroplane and 
Motor Co., of Buffalo, N.Y., in the sam of $701,435.80, covers 50 Model A-33 
Attack planes, together with spare varts and necessary engineering data. When 
deliveries on this contract will have been cormleted, the Air Corps will have 
a total of 78 A-3B Attack planes, inasmmch as 28 of them are already in »roduc- 
tion and are being delivered under a »rior contract. This new tyne of Attack 
plane is »owered with the Curtiss D-12-E water-cooled engine. 

The Keystone Aircraft Seboadatisni. of Pristol, ‘Pa., vas awarded a contract 
for 73 Bombardment planes, snare parts, and engineering, data, at a total cost 
of $2,208,137.50. Hach of these giant Bombers will be powered with two Pratt 
and 1 Thitney 525 h.p. "Sornet" air-cooled engines. 

The contract awarded the Douglas Aircraft Co., Inc., of Santa Monica, 
Calif., involved a sum of $224,687.91, and covered 17 Model 0254 Observation 
airplanes and spare parts. These airplanes are to be equipned with Curtiss 
geared 1570 water-cooled engines. This acdition of 17 airplanes will make a 
total of 55 Observation planes of this type to be manufactured by the Louglas 
Company, 36 of which are now in production under a prior contract. 

The procurement of new airplanes from funds which may “become available for 
the Fiscal Year 1931 is being held in ebevance nntil the apnrovriation bill now 
before Consress has been passed and anmroved by the President. 

---000~-- 


OFFICERS DETAILED AS STUDENTS AT AIR CORPS ENGR. SCHOOL 


Special Orders of the War Department recently issved directed the follow- 
ing named officers to report not later than duly 1, 1930, to the Comsaddant of 


the Air Corps Enagincering School, Vright Field, Chio, for duty as students: 
Captain Omer 0. Niergarth,Fairfield A.D. lst Lt. Leland C. Hurd, Detroit, Mich. 


lst Lt. Herbert K. Baisley, Post Field. lst Lt. Michael E.. Mclugo, Langley Ha. 
lst Lt. Benj. W. Cnidlaw, Erooks Field. lst Lt. K.B. Volfe, Langley Ficld. 

Ist Lt. A.R. Crawford, Selfridge Field. lst Lt. E.M. Powers, i.Y. University 
lst Lt. John L. Davidson, Ft.Crockctt. lst Lt. R.L.Williamson, HawaiianDept. 
lst Lt. C. S. Johnson, Wright Field. end Lt. F.E.Glantzberz,Wright Field. 


lst Lt. Edmund C. Langmead, Brooks Field. 2nd Lt. Chas. A. Ross, Wright Field. 
lst Lt. Russell J. Minty, Fairfield A.D. end Lt. C.S. Thorpe, Vright Field. 
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MAJOR JOUBT? LEAVES THE smavIcE ==’ 


The resignation on March 4th of Mijor John H. Jouctt, Air Corps, removed 
from this branch of the service one of its most popular officers. Gracuating 


from the United States Wilitary Academy in 1914 and being commissioned a end 


Licut., Coast Artillery Corps, he was promoted to 1st Lieut. on July 1, 1916, 
to Cajtain, July 1, 1916, and to Mejor, A.S., &.C., on July 25, 1917. 
Soon after the ontry of the United States in the World War, Major Jouett, 


‘at his own request, tas detailed to the Aviation Section, Signal Corns, and, he 


was assigned to the Army Balloon School, Omaha, Neb., for duty as student. 

Upon his graduation on July 24, 1917, ho'was rated a Junior Military Aeronaut. 
After several weeks! termorary duty in Washington in the Office of the Director 
of Military Acronautics, Major Jouett was assigned to duty overseas. He served 


- on imoortant details at Paris and Tours, France; with the 4th Army Corps Balloon 
‘Group from July 20 to August 29, 1918; with the 5th Army Corps Balloon Group, 
‘ pugust 30 to October 18, 1918, and with the 2nd Army Balloon Wing, October 18, 


1918, to February 5, 1919 

Upon his return to the United States, Major Jouott was stationed at Lee 
Fall, Va., and at Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla. In February, 1922, he was de- 
tailed for duty at the Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Va.,- “here 
he served in the dual. capacity of student as well as instructor. Following 
his graduation from the Tactical School, Major Jouett commleted the course at 
the Primary Flying School at Brooks Ficld and the Advanced Course at Kelly 
Field, graduating on Aueust 30, 1924, and being rated Airplane Pilot. 

Assigned to duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
he served as Chief of the School Section, Training and Operations Division, 
and later as Chief of the Personnel Division. His last. assignment was that of 
Commanding Officer-of the Srd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

Our best wishes for success are extended to hin. 

---000--~ 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Mojor John F. carci be uyon completion of present course 
of instruction at Cormand and General Staff. School, . Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to 
Langley Ficld, Va., for duty as Asst. cana, Air Corps Tactical School. 

Captain Neal Creighton, Fort Sill, Okla.. to Fitzsimons General Hospital, 
Denver, Colo., for observation and trcatment. 

Major John H. Piric, uson-completion tour of duty in Philippines, to 
Office Chief of Air Corns, Washing ston. 

Captain Harrison’ W. Flickinger to Langley Field, Wis , Woon completion of 
course of instruction at Air Corns Tactical School. 

lst Lieut. James P. Hodges. to duty as. Instructor at ‘Ccaat Artillery School, 
Fort Monroe, Va., won comsletion course’ of instruction at Tactical. School. 

Upon comoletion of present course of instruction at Air Corps Ingineering 
School, Wright Field, Dayton, Chio, lst Lieut. Harlan.1.: McCormick to Garden 
City, L.I., New York, for duty as Air Corns Representative at Curtiss Aeroplane 
and Motor Co. factory; lst Licuts. Tm. N. Amis, Orval Rk.-Cook, Albert C. Foulk, 
Paul H. Kemmer, Charles D. McAllister, Arthur 7. Vanaman, Dadley W. Watkins and 
ed lt. Frank D. Klein to Materiel Division, Wright Field. 

Cantain Karl S. Axtater, Scott Field, to Wright Field, Dayton, Onio. 

lst Lieut. Hilbert M. Wittkop, Erooks Field, to New York University, N.Y. 
City, not later than May 1, 1930. 

lst Lieut. Claude E. Duncan and end Lt. Donald R. Lyon, won completion of 
course of instruction at Air Corps Technical School, Cha:mte Field, Ill., to 





_ Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 


end Lt. Cornelius W. Cousland, Post Field, Fort Sill, Qrcla., to Bolling 
Field, D.C. Previous orders in his case revoked. 
lst Lieut. Oliver K. Rovbins, Crissy Field, to Office Chicf of the Air 
Coros, Washington, D.C. 
Promotion: lst Lieut. Charles P. Prime to Captain, renk from March 5,1938. 
Resignations: Major John Hamilton Jouett, March 4, 1930. 
enc Lieut. Robert Coleman Ashley. 
Captain Johan Joseph Devery, Jr. 
Anvointment: end Lieut. Wm. John Clinch, Jr., Air Corps Reserve, to 2nd 
Lieut., Air Corps; iiesular Army, rank from Jamuary 6, 1930, to Mitchel Field. 
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Detailed to the Air Corps: Ca tain Stuart Cutler , Infantry, and to Pri- 
mary Flying School, Erooxs Ficia:, not later than July 1, 1950, for training; 

Relieved from detnril to Air Corps: 2nd Licut. Charles G. Rew to 30th Inf., 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

2nd Lieut. Frederick G.. Stritzinger to lst Field Artillery, Ft. Sill, Qcla, 

end Lieut. Frank M. Steadman to Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Okla. 

end Lieut. Normando A. Costello to Infantry, end Div., Ft. Sam Houston, Tex, 

Reserve Officers to Extended Active Duty: July 2, 1930 to Jan.-2, 1931; 
end Lieut. Philip A. Roll, Ft. Myers, Fla;. 2nd Lt. Cedric B. Tavis, Los Angeles, 
Calif., to Rockwell Field; 2nd-Lt. Wilmer Eugene Hall, Florence, Ala., to 
Maxwell Field, Ala.; end Lt. Carl N. Olson, Galesburg, I11., to Marshall Field, 
‘Fort Riley,.Kansas; 2nd Lt. Chas. C. Cunninghan, Indianapolis, Ind., to Marshall 
Field; 2nd “t. W. Hill Snycer to Pope Ficld, Fort Bragg, N.C.; dune 29 to Dec. 
e7, 1930 = 2nd Lt. Karl H. Kalberer, El ,Paso, Texas, to Fort Crockett, Texas; 
July 2, 1930 to Jamary él, AP . PEG Lieut. Charles F. Carter, Jacksonville, 
Fla., to Pope Field, N.C.; g:: C2. 370 December, 2, 1930 - 2nd Lt. James Dudley 
Pendleton, Charlotte, N.C., i. Pope Ficld, N.C.3; dune 30 to Dec. 23, 1930 - 
enc Lieut. Dick R. Petty, Andubo: Iowa; April 1, 1930 to March 31, 1951 - | 
end Lt. John J. Mulvey, San Diego, to Rockwell ‘Field; July 12 to December 31, 
1930 — 2nd Lt. David =. Johnson to Marshall Ficld, Kansas. 

relieved from detail to Air Corns: end Lieut. Wn. L. Fagg to Infantry, 
end Division, Fort Sam Houston, Toxas. 

2nd Lt. Paxil W. Shumate -to lst Cavalry Division, Fort D.A. Mussell, Wyo. 

---000--~ 
































STATUS OF PROMOTED OFFICERS ON FOREIGN DUTY ROSTER 


‘In connection with the article on the promotion of lst Licutenants of the 
Air Corps, published elsewhere in this issue, attention is invited to the fact 
that those office: 3 who have recently been promoted and those who are slated 
for promotion in “future will find a different situation confronting them with 
respect to their rosition on the foreign duty roster. : 

A First Licu.enant may be slated for foreign service, say, next January. 
Snould he be promoted prior to.that tine, he will most likely find himself 
due for such service either prior or subsequent to the time he. was originally 
scheduled to 20 under his rank as lst Lieutenant. 

---000--- 


BANDS FOR THE ARMY ATR CORPS 


With the transfer of the 52nd Coast Artillery Band from Fort Eustis, Va., 


to Langley Field, Va.; the 9th Coast Artillery Bond from Fort Banks, Mass., to 


Mitchel Field, New.York, and the Band of the First Chemical iia from 
Edgewood Arsenal to March Field, Calif., the Air Corps will have a totel of 
seven bands. The four bands vreviously, transferred to the Air <elln are as 
folluws: ee 

The Technical School Zand at Chamute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

The Srd Attack Group Band at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

The 6th Cormosite Group Band at France Field, Panama Canal Zone. 

The Air Corps Training: Center Band at Kelly Field, Texas. 

-——O000——— 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FI®LDS 
---c00--- 





Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., Feb. 15th.: 


The Post School is progressing according to schedule, and the Group Command- 
er has been handing out examinations right and left. In connection with the law 
course, Col. William B. Pistole, Judge Advocate General, Sixth Cerps Area, visit-— 
ed here on the 6th for the purpose of instructing officers in this course. Col. 
pistole returned to Chicago the following day. 

‘Ine of the many visitors during the menth was 2nd Lieut. Frank D. Klein, 
A.C., from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. Lieut. Klein used to puund out board 
proceedings on flying cadets and will be remembered as one of the co-authors 
of the lst Pursuit Group Battle Song which was written between missions during 
the combined Air Corps Maneuvers at Norton Field last year. 

Special effort is being made to insure the installation of radio sending 
and receiving sets in several of the Pursuit planes for use during the combined 
Spring Maneuvers. In this.connection, lst Lieut. Leroy M. Wolf, pilot, with Maj. 
Hugh Mitchell, Signal Corps, as passenger, arrived from Wright Field in an 0-2 
for the purpose of talking this matter over with Major Royce. It now seems as- 
sured that the necessary sets will be installed before the maneuvers, 

Capt. Frank O'D. Hunter, A.C., arrived from Bolling Field, February 11th, 
returning the 14th. Capt. Hunter is now on duty in the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, but for many months was Post Operations Officer here. While on 
duty here he made an emergency parachute jump from about 400 feet altitude and 
in another accident .his moustache went up in smoke, the loss of which, unlike 
the loss of the ship from which he made the dump, proved but of temporary dura- 
tion. 

The Post Basket-ball season ended a few nights ago with the 57th Service 
Squadron wiming the pennant hands down. They experienced very little difficulty 
in Winning, only one game being lost during the season and that to the third 
place 15th Squadron. Headquarters Detachment, the runners-up, won all their 
games except those with the 57th, whose flashing red and blue uniformed stalwarts 
seemed always at their best. The League standing follows: 





Team = We 4. PCr. 
‘57th Service Squadron 14 1 933 
Headquarters Detachment 12 3 800 
(15th Observation Squadron 6 9 400 

94th Pursuit Squadron 6 9 400 
17th Pursuit Squadron | 4 11 267 
e7th Pursuit Squadron Ss 12 200 


‘ Basket—ball and boxing teams, selected to represent this staéion at the 
Sixth Corps Area Indoor Athletic Meet at St. Louis the latter part of March, are 
busy getting into shape. The outstanding basket shooters of the squadron teams 
have for some time been playing together and from the victories over local teams 
they show promise of giving some one a good scare if not actually bringing home 
again another Corps Area basket-ball chempionship. 

The boxers include such glove-slingérs as 'Shuffle! Molly; Winfield Schieb 
and 'Pop! Bressner, the little fellow who made them all step while he was fight- 
ing in the Hawaiian Department. The Post Gymnasium is a place of hectic activ- 
ity, and we hope it isn't all for ncthing. 

February proved itself a month of contrasts, at least as far as this sta- 
tion was concerned. The extremely warm weather during the latter part of the 
month changed the smocth hard surface of the field to a rutted morass over and 
through which it was almost impossible to even taxi. The balance of the month, 
however, was used advantageously for Group and Squadron training, speeial atten- 
tion being given the combat and formation training of the newer pilots, Large 
Group formations were not possible, due to the number of Pursuit planes ferried 
to Fairfield for overhaul. These are not expected back until toward the end of 
March, when they will be groomed for the Spring Maneuvers. 





Nichols Field, Rimal, P.I., Feb. 7ths 


All the military personnel of Nichols Field were formed in a large square 
on January 30th to witness the. presentation of cups won through various activi- 
ties during the last year. Capt. Arthur E, Easterbrook presented two silver cups, 
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one for first »lece in field events and the other for second place in track 
events, Won by Nichols Field at the recent soca x Meet, to the. st eho! 
Officer, Lieut. Hebart R. Yeazer’.’ te : 

.Mr. Cocner, of the Army .% Navy Y.M me i pr vosented a first “on cw, Wen 
by. the Nichols. Field Ehlis tee Yen's Bowling Team in. the Ten Pin League, to Capt, 
Easterbrook. The latter then presented a first place cup, won by. the" bowling 
‘team of the 24a Ovservation Squadron in the Inter+ Squadron Bowling League,’ to 
‘Cant. ‘BUF. Giles; Co'manding. 

Work on tre flying. field is progressing satisfactorily. Under Capt. o>. 
landt's direction, ‘some 4,000 cubic meters of earth were moved from along ‘the 
railroad over tc the narrow part of the field opvosite the Engineering Hangar. * 
Personnel of Nichols’ Field of two years ago will remember an hour-glass shaped 
field that wasn't so good, especially during the rainy Season. Soon we may ex~ 
pect a real flying field with real drainage. 4 

Capt. “Arthur E. Easterbrook, Wno arrived on the Décemb ber transport, “WaS as- 
signed as Executive Officer of ‘Nichols Field. Lieut. J.L. Grisham, was assigned 
* to the Adjutant's job, vice, Capt. C. a. Savage, who returned to the. States on * 
the March boat. | 

The Inter- Squadron Baseball Salas under Lieut. Hobart R. Yeager's ‘super- 
vision, got under way on January 16th, when the Second Observation trimmed Head- 
Quarters (combined). Pvt. Kazben did his stuff hurling. The standings to date 
are: ’ ; 





| Won Lost 
ed Observation Squadron, » .s- +--+ + ee ee ee . ee 
Headquarters (Combined): °. 5... 2 ee eS ee Same 
ee ene wemnmeens es ee FR A Rr Ae 4 1 2 
28th Bombardment Squadron. .. . es ee O 3 


28th Bombardment Squadron: The Jno treanspért | “upon its departure took | 
as passengers Ist Sgt. Mike Hamer and Sgt. Null, Mess Sergeant. 

66th Service Squadron: Ist Lieut. John C. Kenedy was transferred to the 
2d Qbservation Squadron on December 224. lst Lieut. Joseph ‘Smith took over 
Lieut. Kenned's duties -as Suprly © Officer, Officer in Charge of Pistol Training 
and Athletic Officer.:™ . 

Staff Sgt. James.C. Elder left on January llth for his new station, -Langley 
Field. Sgt. Chas. Stream also left for his new station at. Mitchel Field. 

2d Observation Squadron: The first month of the ‘new year was begun with a 
series of cross-country flights, followed by the War Maneuvers with ‘the Philip- 
pine Division. : 

Lieuts. Grisham, Kelly and: ‘Yvers, with Capt. Burch, Lieut. Paul ‘and Staff 
Sgt. Stapp as »nassengers, oo to Aparri in three 0- 2H!s, returning the next day. 

Capt. Giles ‘and Lieut. Backes, pilots, with Father Villalonga, “Mp Sinclair 
and ‘Set. Crette, passengers, “flew to Culion Leper Colony ‘in two Leening . 
Amphi bians. | 

The Divisien maneuvers comiienced on January 9th and’ ended on the 16th. A 
total cf 40 hours was flown by tuis Squadron in connection with these maneuvers, 
divided between command, photographic, reconnaissance and liaison missions. 

The Squadron is now furnishing Artillery adjustment ‘plaries for the annual 
firing of the larfe guns: of the 59th C.A. at Fort Mills, ‘and ‘is also commencing 
the annual gunnery and tombing for pilots and'o ervers. 

Werk was started on the new barracks for this’ squadron. This will, give the 
outfit a now kitchen, mess hall, day rocm and barracks, rocm for 40 mon. 

6th Photo Section: A-mission was made of the infested’ cocoanut groves ‘in 
the vicinity of San Pablo in view of finding ways oF combating a pest which is. 
causing great distrtiction. 

Aerial photographs were also made of the lst Naticnal Eucharisti¢ Congress 
held in the Philippine Islands and delivered to the Intelligence Department for 
distribution to all leading publications. 

Staff Set. Frederic Heinye arrived on the last transport: ‘from Langley Field 
and has joined this section. 














117th Observation Squadron, Michioan Natichal Guatd, ‘Maron '4th: 





This Squadron hdd a formal inspection ‘end aerial “review on February 15th. 
The inspection was conducted by Major - ~General ‘Guy M. Wilson, Comnanding General 
of the 32d Division, and with the General’ was Colonel’John S. Bersey, Adjutant 
Generat of: Wichiz gan; Colonel LeRoy Pearson, U.S. Property and Distursing Officer 
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of Michigan; Cclonel Monsignore; Ch:plain Patrick Duniigan of the 32d Divisicn; 
and Colonel Jokn D. Buck. 

After the formal inspection of the officers, enlisted personnel and motcr- 
ized equipment, the officers and tneir crews were assembled before the planes, 
consisting of one 02-X, three O2-H's and two PT-1l's, for inspection. The in- 
spection completed, Major Floyd E. Evans, Commanding Officer of the Squadron, in 
the 02-K, led a formation of O2-H's, with Lieut. F.P. O'Neil in No. 2 position; 
Capt. H.L. Emhoff in No. 3 position, and Capt. H.E. Mensch in No. 4 position. 
This formation passed in ‘aerial review for the General and his Staff, 

Immediately on the landing of this formation, Jieut. C.E. Searle led a for- 
mation of the PT-1's with Lieut. A. Coleman in No. 2 position and Lieut. C.H. 
Mitchell in No. 3 position. This flight maneuvered in different formations, 


_ passed in review and landed. 


Following the flight of the training planes, a bombing mission was conducted 
over Lake St. Clair, utilizing 02-H planes. During the absence of this mission, 


messages were dronved and nicked up from the ground by the PT's flown by Lieuts. 


W.E, Nicol and C.H. Mitchell. Capt. H.E. Mensch drop-tested parachutes from an 
02-H, with the assistance of Set. D.J. Burgan of the Parachute Department. 

After the return of the 02's, Capt. F.R. Anderson led a formation on a re- 
connaissance mission. and aerial maneuvers, with Lieut. W.E. Nicol in No. 2 posi- 
tion and Lieut. A. Coleman in No. 3 position. 

Cant. L.M. Lindsey, in a PT, flew to Ann Arbor, Mich., and towed Professor 
Franklin to the field in his soaring glider. The Professor then gave some very 
beautiful exhibitions of glider flying. This was the Squadron's first attempt 
at such a-demonstration and, under the supervision of our Operations Officer, 
Capt. F.R, Anderson, everything went off very successfully. 

Circular #4, Militia Bureau, authorizing the appointment of a Lt.-Colonel 
of the Air Corps on the Division Staff, has. created quite a stir in our Squadron, 
as our Major is eligible for this appointment. Several of our officers are 
burning the midnight oil. completing correspondence courses to be eligible for 
promotion in the event Major Evans is appointed. 

Capt. Carl B. Squier, who with Major Evans was responsible for the forma~ 
tion of this Squadron, has transferred to the Reserve, due to the fact that he 
was appointed General Manager of. the Lockheed-Veza Airplane Co., in California. 
Having the Squadron always at heart, Carl transferred to the Reserve to make 
room for an active member and the promotion of Lieut. F.P. O'Neil to Captain. 

Lieut. R.C. Ven Hake, a brother officer, who was with us only a short time, 
has also gone with the same company. 

Lieut. Byerly, pilot for the Detroit News, is expecting his papers back 
from Washington almest any day now confirming his appointment to the Squadron. 

Major and Mrs. Evans were given a surprise house warming in their new home 
by the officers and their wives. A silver service was presented to them. 

Another sccial event was a . Washington Birthday Party at Blossom Heath Inn 
for the officers and their wives and sweet-hearts. Among our guests were Maj. 
Thomas Lanphier, former C.0. of Selfridge Field and Mr, and Mrs. Ray Cooper. 

Mr. Cooper is again in charge of the Ford Reliability Tour this year, and he is 
an ardent supnorter of the Squadron. 

Major F.E. Evans and Lieut. W.E. Nicol, on their return from the National 
Guerd penventien in California, completed sufficient time in service type planes 
to be eligible for A.P. ratings. 

Bids have been accepted, the hangar for our exclusive use at the County 
Airport will be completed some time in June of this year. It was a long struggle 
but our efforts finally bore fruit and the building designed by Capt. Anderson 
will house our entire wit, including the Cfficers Club. 


115th Observation Squadron, Calif. National Guard,Los Angeles, Calif.: 





On Sunday, February 16th, Maj.-General. David P. on Commanding the 
40th Division, California ational Guard, accompanied by: his Staff, inspected 
the 115th Observation Squadron and 115th Photo Section at this station. After 
the inspection the Squadron had the nee of entertaining the General and 
Staff at luncheon. 

Our cook, having chosen this, of all occasions, to be AWOL (at this point 
all sing, "IT never rains but it ---" -— that's fine), our resourceful mess 
officer, Lieut. Wallen, with Mrs. Wallen's assistance, pulled us through the 
crisis by es for an ample and satisfying:cold luncheon. The General rea 
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mained his genial self, so we believe the cold: meats went over 0.K. | 

* Major John Jeffers returned from the Fast and. resumed command of the sduad- 

ron. Pas 

iE ans on Sotruary 16th two planes, piloted ’ by Lieuts. Chapoellet and Wallen, 

‘’ “searched the northern portion of the Ridge Reute between ‘Saugus and Bakersfield 
“for a plane. baported down in flames on the evening of Feb. 13th. This mission 
was dispatched ai -the request. of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office, Air 
Investigation Detail, in charge of Major Claude F. Morgan, Air-Res. “The search. | 
‘ing planes’ returned without jishap and without evidence. The Sheriff's Office 
decided that tre, Ridge Route Ne witnesses" of this supnosed crash should con- 
Sult an optometrist. .._ 

Two of our »ilots are being congratulatod:on their promotions: ist Lieut. 
Russell C.A. Larsen, A. Coy. ae: N.G., promoted from 2nd’ Lieut. effective January 
31st, 1930. Ee ) 

lst Lieut. John q. ‘Sewall, A.C.; Gal. 0.G., promoted from end Lieutenant, 
effective same dates, | 
This Squadron recently completed aerial reports and photos for the Los 
Angeles County Beard of Supervisors on available sites for future eebicniin in 
this district. - 

inieaakions are being: extended to Lieut. Paul Whittier, of this Squad- 
ron, who recentl: stenved off the vachelors! list and was married to the former 
Miss Olive Hasbrovek. The Squadron Wishes to comp’ -iment Paul on his admirable 
judgment . Tne couple are at home in Les Angeles. 

Lieuts. Sewall and Larsen - "for the attendance of every ordered drill and 
field training of the unit during the calendar year 1929", were awarded the 40th 
Division 100% Drill Attendance Badge. Sixteen enlisted men of this organization 

also: receivec. this award for 1929. ¥ ; 

“° Sunday, March 2nd, General R.E. Mittelstadt, _the Adjutant General of the 
State of California, paid us an informal visit and remained for lunch. In the 
evening Major anc lirs. Jeffers entertained the officers of the Squadron, and 
their ladies, at their beautiful home in the hills of Hollywoodland. A three- 
piece orchesira furnished music for dancing, and an elaborate buffet suoper was 
served. Guests mig sh General Mittelstadt, and Capt. and Mrs. Harry Claivorne. 
Capt. Claiborne. a former member of the 115th, and is now in charge of the 
Alameda base of. ee ‘Cautions Wright Flying Service. 


TMT 


45th Division, Air Service, Goleredo National Guard: 





' Perhaps — biggest change that has come over Lowry Field, Denver, in the 
past few weeks is. that the PT's have been replaced by 0-17's at the expense of 
long and ardorouws work on ‘the part of Lieuts. Beau, Boyd and Wellman. These 
three officers hung up a récord that will last for some time: - 2500 miles in 
25 days. The: departed from Lowry Field on January 4th in the two PT's left te 
the Squadron and returned on Janvary 28th in the two 0-17's. 

Of course they were not in the air. the whole 25 days. Eight days were s ent 
at ‘Scott Field on the way east and three on the way west. In addition, one week 
Was spent at Fairfield, Ohio, making a total of 18 days of nen-flying. The re- 

' maining seven were spent in fighting the terrific January weather, qualifying 
them for the Arctic Patrol. Trey were successful - the 0- “17's are on Lowry 
‘Field si orogress is satisfactory. 

Ano ther change has come ever Lowry Fieid which will have far reaching re- 
sults. The regular drill period was divided into two parts. The first is given 
over entirely to classes for® both officers and enlisted men, and the second is 
devoted to flying. 

Under the several officers assigned as instructors to the different sections 
of the Squadron {radio, ‘engineering, photo. and medical) both officers and enlist- 
ed men .attend classes each Sunday, and wih be required to pass a written ex- 
amination each month. es. Bet i ' 

The Squasron welcomes two new officers, Lieuts. Dick Leferink and Aubrey 
‘Kief. Both are pilots of unquestionable: ability, ' Lieut. Leferink has better 
than 5,000 hours in the air and, at present, is employed as pilot for the pri- 
vately owned Fokker of Mr. Humphreys, the position formerly held by Lieut. Eddie 
Brooks., Lieut. Kief, until’ recently,. was commanding officer of Battery B, at 
Pueblo, and Managing Editor of the Pueblo Star-Jcurnal. After his return to 
aviation as a member of the Curtis-Wright Flying Service in Denver, he trans- 
ferred from the Artillery to the Air Service. Lieut. Kief!'s first flying exper- 
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sence WaS With the Royal Flying Corps during the ‘late unpleasantness called 
the "World War". 

To further the cause of an American ‘Legion Drive for members, Capt. Reavis, 
with Sgt. Burnell, and Capt. Hall with Lieut. Junk took off from Lowry Field the 
last Saturday in January in two Oe-h's fitted with radio. Capt. Reavis and Set. 
Burnell broadcast propaganda from the air over the towns of northeastern Colo- 
rado, while Capt. Hall and Lieut. Junk performed a like service over the soutnern 
part of the St ate. 

The first ship returned to Lowry Field on schedule, but Lieut. Junk declares 
that southern Cclorade holds a "jinx" for him. He has never ventured into that 
part of the State without being set down someWnere. Because of darkness, he and 
his pilot landed at Pueblo. The next morning, when attempting to start, they 
found that the starter had chewed itself inthe. inefficiency. Major Kistler flew 
an O2K ‘from Denver to Pueblo with helyn and a new starter. 

Late in the afternoon the two officers took off for home and ten minutes 
later a report came back to the field at Pueblo that they had crashed. They. _ 
flew home in blissful ignorance ef the fact that a dozen aviators were looking 
for their mangled ‘remains. 

s 


Bolling Field, D.C., March 2lst: 





lst Lieut. George P. Tourtellot, Engineering Officer, was recently ordered 
to duty in the Hawaiian Department. 

lst Lieut. Stanley M. Umstead, transferred from Mitchel Field, N.Y., was. 
assigned as Post Engineering Officer ‘at Bolling Fiold. 7 

Ten O-1E observation planes and one Sikorsky Amphibian were recently as- 
Signed to tnis station. 

Lieut. W.A.R. Robertson, Asst. Engineering Officer at Bolling Field, will 
fly an o-1E to Mather Field, Calif., where he will be Engineering Offider for 
the Squadron of planes from Bolling. 

lst Lieut. A.I. Ennis and Col. Longanecker recently made a flight to the 
West Coast and return, making an inspection of practically all Air Corps stations 
en route. 

The recent resignation of Capt. J.J. Devery, Jr., is deeply regreted by the 
members of Belling Field and their most earnest wishes are extended to him for 
his success in civil life. 

The Post Supply Building, under the able guidance of lst Lieut. M.S. Lawton, 
has now been completely rebuilt and finished thrceughout with steel bins and all 
modern equipment necessary for the efficient handling cf Air Ccrps supplies. 

Mr.Sgt. Bradbury, the chief storekeeper in the Pest Supply, returned from 
a month's furlough. 


Rockwell Field, Cercnade, Calif., March 4th: 





Rockwell Field is busy these days preparing fer the transporting of supplies 
and equipment te be used at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., in connectien with 
the Air Corps Demonstratiens and Air Ferce Command and Staff Exercises to be 
held on the West Coast and in the vicinity of Mather Field. Lieut. C.P. Kane, 
A.C., Depot Supply Officer ef the Reckwell Air Depot, was appcinted as Air Corps 
Supply Ci ficer fer these Tactical Exercises. 

Mayor Carl Spatz, A.C., Group Cemmander, in cemmand of 11 planes from 
Rockwell Field, attended the Imperial County Fair, held at El Centro, Calif., 
en February 28th, this date having been set aside by the cfficial cf the Fair 
as "Army Air Corps Day", 

Capt. Lerenzo L. Cecke, Q.M.C., reperted for duty at Reckwell Field as 
Post Quartermaster, March lst, relieving Lieut. Charles B. Stafford,Q.M.C., who 
has been ordered tc Panama. 

The follewing named Secend Lieutenants, Air Cerns, were erdered te duty 
at Reckwell Field, effective, March lst, having recently completed Advanced 
Flying Training at Kelly Field, Tezass 

2nd Lieut. Chas. D. Stene, III (Inf.) A.C. 2nd Lieut. Tom Wm.Scott,Air-Res. 


° " Donald B. Smith, (Inf.)A.C. ° ° Virgil W.Vaugmn, Air-Res. 
e " Carl H. Murray, Air-Res. " " Lake Mecre,Jr., Air-Res. 
" " Frank M. Crimsen, Air-Res. " " Gerald Hoyle,Air Res. 


it " Paul Baird Balfcur, Air-—Res. 
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Fairfield Air Devot, March 13th: 





On the afternocn of March 12th a memerial tablet in honor of Giovanni 

- Pirelli of the Italisun Royvai Fiying Corps was unveiled. The ceremony was open 
by an address by General Fourois, foliowed shortly by the unveiling of the ta} 
let and its presentation to the United States Government by Commander Scaroni © 
for the Italian Government. The ascentance of the tablet was made by Major Hg 
Arnold, Commanding Officer of this Station. Lieutenant Pirelli, flying Solo, | 
was killed at this Station in an. airplane crash on February 4, 1919. 

Capt. 0.0. Niergarth, Post Adjutant, recently returned from a 27-days! 
leave in Florida. 

Major H.H. Arnold is under orders to proceed, by sir, to Mather Field, 
Sacramento, Calif., for duty as Assistant Chief of Staff in connection with 
the Air Corps Maneuvers, which will be held during the period from Anril lst 

to 24th. 
. -~ Lieut. H.A. Bivins reported for duty February 25th, and was assigned to 
the Engineering Department. 

Lieut. Milo McCuns, who has been on duty at this Station since August 31, 
1925, has veen transferred to Langley Field. 

Work was started in February on the new Engineering building. 

Lieut. Melvin B. Asp in an XP-6 had a cross-country training flight to 
Sarasota, Fla.. Returning he made the Fiight from Tampa te. the Fairfield Air 
Depot in 5 hours and 45 mirutes, ; 

Recent Air Corps visiters at this Station were Lieut.-Col. Longanecker, 
Majors Royce, Muhlenberg and Crom and Lieut. Maitland. 


V-5998,A.C. 








